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PREFACE, 



BELIEVING in the Inward mfiiifestation J DU 
..vine Grace, I was, in early lif'^t drawn to regard its 
instructions as a sure giiide t^^'ough this world, and as the 
means of prep'^ation for u future and better 5tate. The 
human mind, through the effectual operation . of this bles- 
sed Principle, becor ang redeemed from evil, its capacity 
for the reception heavenly impressions is strengthened) 
and being unif . i in love to its Almighty Benefactor, it 
expands in y /vent desire for the prosperity and happi^ 
ness of t>> . rational creation, agreeably to the command- 
ment rr.ued by the aposde, "that he who loveth God, 
love h'rj brotiier also." In a measure of this love, and tm- 
dtr. ?. sense of religious duty, I have been engaged thus to 
7<' /.ke known the exercise of my mind on a subject, which, 
J. conceive, is deeply interestiug to the common weal, and 
as nearly affecting the peace and comfort of in^viduals, 
as any that, for many yeais, has daimcd public ftttentiqti^ 
I hope that none may suffer prejudice, or the bias of tntsi'- 
est, to disqualify them fur true judgment, oradueestima* 
tionof truths and facts ; which, I trust, if impanaally weigh- 
ed, wiU carry convictipn and excite a degree of cqbb* 
miseration and sympathy, for a class^f mankind thtt httvnsj 
but few who are willing to acknowledge them as brethren, 
or cordially disposed to espouse their cause. 

Possessmg but little advantage from educatioa, my 
style may appear very simple and inelegant, but haxing* 
no view to popularity or the least degree of pecuniary 
emolument, my sole inducement being for the relief of a 
concerned mind that seeks the welfare of my' country, I 
hope the essay will meet with a charitable cdnstrucli on« 
and that no offence may be taken at the plain, pointed;^, 
terms, in which I have believed myself constrained fct 
speak. 



REMARKS ON SLAVERY, &c. 



To the InhabiiahU of tht United States of America^ more 
especially the I^ukrs, and uch as hold Slaves, 

Wheo the judgments of the Lord are in the earth, the inbabltanti of 
the world will learn righteousness." Isa. sxn. 9. / 

ABOUT half a century past, the natives of 
this land were suffered to make inroads on its white 
inhabitants. They burnt towns, drove back au- 
nties, massacred many of the people on the fron- 
tiers, iirjd .took a number of captives ; which occa- 
sioned niany in this part of the continent to shud- 
der, and their cou tpnanccs to turn pale. 

The society Friends, the people called 
Quakers, although they had for many years repeat* 
edly advised and cautioned their members i^inst 
importing or purchasing Slaves, were rencwcdly 
led to inquire, ** Is there not a cause ?**-— and the 
subject becoming increasingly impressive, about 
Ih? year 1758 they were engaged m. endeavouring 
t$ cleanse their hands from this, pollution, and 
thrdu^ patient perseverance, were ^voured to be 
fi^^j^refrom. ^ 

^' Afr^e commencement of tlie warbetwpen Greats 
Britain and Aftierica, the people, sensible of the 1% , 
pending troubles 'and distress commpniy attend^i^: 
en sucK occasions, and clearly seeing that righ^j; 
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ousnes^ aldiie is promotive of civil well-lxjing, | 
were drawn into a serious consideration of many 
&\ibje(5ta ^m5ng us needing a reibrm» and some so 
prominent as to require immediate correction. 
Under this impression the representatives in Con- 
gress declared iU 1-774, Article H. " We will 
neithrr import nor purchase any SkVes imported 
after the first day of December next, after which 
time we will wholly discontinue the Slave-trade 5 
and will neither be concerned in it ourselves, nor 
will ive hire out* vessels, not sell our commodities 
or manu&ctures to tho^e who are concerned in 
4t/>*-— Article VII L " And Witt disooumenance 
md discourage every species' of extravagance and 
dissipation, especially all horse-racing, and all ki!id& 
of gaming, cock-fighting, exhibitions of shews, 
plays, and other expensive diversions and entftttaiti^ 
ments.'* 

And in 1776 it appeared to be an esiablisM 
creed as stated iii the Declaration of Independence, 
— .** We hold these truths to be se^'-eviderity th«tt 
all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; 
that amongst these are life, liberty, and the pur^ 
^uit of happiness." 

The Bill of Rights, the Conventions in the dif- 
ferent states, and the Constitution of the United 
States, all spake the same languagcf Here the 

* 'yjjipg^mft and Maryland appear to hare considered this of peipetua! 
; oldfigaliim 'by their Assemblies passing laws accordingly, 
f fae Appendix, A. 



light ^(tst act upon th^ cqifuHestifikt 4hQt ii^ who 
were uitjje house (the United $tate»^^) might behold 
thifigs in their pi^oper colour^. ** Hdd I not havii 
spoken unto jou, ye would have liad n® sin, but 
aow ye have uo doak tor your sin,'* was the hui- 
•guage of Christ to the, Jew«. 

BnStv me to ejcpoBtulate with you, O ye iihab- 
itants of the land of my ijath^ity I The eoakviiirg 
oar aelloiVrmen, and selling them into cruel bon- 
dage, is a national eyi{^ andrwiU, I believe, most 
.assuredly draw down national judgments. War, 
pestilence, aad famine, are recorded in sacredr writ 
to be such. One cloud b past over,* under which 
many weeping widows and iitherless.chUdren were 
left to motiiin the loss of the heads of their tribes ; 
many great men of the earth were put to :fiig^ 
and knew not where to find refoge ; some retii^ 
to the mount^ns, or the woods, for a plac^ 
^ety and in the tinte of extremity they looles«l 
up to their slaves for protection ; and though sotiW 
for the sake of liberty Jnade their escape, yet many 
were found feithful to die trust reposed m chem ; 
and not a few of the wealthy inhabitmts became so 
reduced through various causes, that they and their ' 
femilies h^d scarcely sufficient fqr subsistence. 
Here was a time when &mine threatened, notwith- 
standing the fruitfulness of our soil. The fly has 
been suffered to go through the fields of corn, tp 
bring a blast and cause it to wither, so as to dis- 
courage the husbandman fi'om sowing his fields as 

• • Lstewar. 
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usual*r-'The worm and the wevil, like an array, 
have entered the stacks and bams, and rendered the 
grain in some places of latJile value. Our fruit-trees 
of latter years have been remarkably smitten, so 
that the product has been small, and not come to 
that perfection as formerly. The rain has been 
withheld, at seasons, in a rcmaikable mannerj 
50 that a shower has not been witnessed to moisten 
the earth for upwards of ninety days in some 
. places. The water-courses and ponds have been 
dried up, and the wells have failed; insomuch 
that waggoners on the road have not been able to 
get a supply of water to quench the thirst of their 
dumb beasts ; it may therefore be justly said now 
as in the days of th Lord's prophet Amos, chap, 
iv* one judgment or warning succeeded another, 
whereby the fruits of the earth were smitten and 
withered, in one place for lack of rain, and in others 
where it was more plentiful, there were blasting and 
tniidew, the caterpillar and the palmer-worm de- 
voured. Though these were evident tokens of Di- 
vine displeasure, there was cause for the complaint 
to be uttered, *' Yet have ye not returned unto 
me, saith the Lord." Pestilence and the sword 
were also sent, so that the stink of their camps 
came up into their nostrils; "yet have ye not 
returned unto me, saith the Lord."— The call was 
extended still further, ** Prepare to meet thy God, 
O Israeli"— A pestilential disease has been re- 
peated in our land, from one year to another, and 
many of the corpses of the deceased have becosic 



so ofFensii'e as to' render it nfecessary to fedititniit 
tliem immediately to the grave; stili it is to b«r 
&ared that the same cause of complaint remains 
with too many, that they have not returned to tfiei 
Lord; hut contrary wise, have returned to their 
cruelties on the human species, to thdr dissipa- 
tion, their sports and plays, and the naany abomi- 
nations, which, in the time of extremity, wete re- 
{ilrobated and testified against,* as offensive in the 
sight of Heaven, The .same causes produce the 
same effects :— -remove the cause," and iflie effect 
will cease! -*-It is righteousness that exalts a n4» 
tion, but sin is a reproach to any people! How 
do unrighteousness and dissipation abound ! Late- 
ly, wheii the general Legislature was sitting to 
make laws for the good of the Tiation, a horse-tiEicd 
being set up in the vicinity of the seat of Gove¥«r?- 
ment, atid multitudes of people of different ranks 
from the highest to the lowest, flocking thither^ this 
scene of wantonness and sinfiil pastime was With 
its concomitant evils countenaticed and encouraged 
by those who should be a terror to evil-doeris,' aiid H 
praise to them that do well. 

But above all thirtgs, Slavery, and the robbi% 
meh of their rights, appears to be one of the 
greatest enormities m the land. These things 
have pressed upon my spirit day and night for years 
past, and I bc'lieve it right to cautioii and ivaim. 
such as ate concerned therein. ^ 



* See Dedaratioh of Congress. 



de8cen4ankts, ipftyj pr^s^l)ly hav^ mfitre de«|% 
<^Bfe<?{^cl roy mia4 than 'smny others, frc»m the earlf 
Impreissioiiis which were xiiade ia my niiaority^ 
r^Offf! thBW s|»ty yc«rs past, which hafve ^oii« 
- tiniied down to ihe pr«o^t if me with incregsiag 
y^mgHf Sqiii^ of the§)^ ^uelties c»me io^n^i^dl- 
at^Iy undsr m^' notice, 9nd ot^i^rs I received frons^ 
^ midii oted authority of re$peotat}I<^ prsoas; a» 
well as ^om ^iMmtUms of fnmj^hkts $ftd newf(- 
p9{^Fs '^rhich have Men into my harids. I re- 
member, wbea a young man, being ia the lower 
part of Maryland, I saw a mulatto female stripped 
mid fied'tOi5ihors!b-rack, where she received )mny 
«tripcs on Im Imf back, by the ha»d of a orud^ 
hard-heartt4 overseer, with' a hickory^stick; every 
stroke braised and mangled the fl^sh the torturedl 
victim, wh<^ cries were enough to aieqt the moat 
ot^urate heert,— yet with i4l my entreaty I could 
^ot prevail on the deputy to desist and let her down; 
aad notwithstanding I exposed myself to the cen^ 
$iire of both man and master, which I did not escape, 
I was induced, from her bitter cries, to interfere, and 
ist her down. Instances of thi&sort, as well aiB nttil- 
Uludes of others towards this oniiappy race of our 
iellow-creatures, itome of which wiU be mentioned 
in the course of this work, have so deeply a&cted 
my mind, that I believe it to, be a duty at this m^. 
adiranced time of life to appear on behalf of, and to 

open my mouth for the dumb, and such as are 

appointed to destnwition.'* 



t bdieve il Is riglit ihht th^ A^ stoiMbe to 
♦be mot ofthls corrupt tree. I triwt no ifitui^ft 
enemy, arwl desire to give no juit be<iimiOti tolmie 
any ; and H I had it in mj power i6 d<i t IMfte^s 
to a member of any of the dJflSrt^eht lejgtstorcs, ot- 
to a privj^te Individual, who remains ih the |)ractlt:e 
of hokBttg their lello#.i&ort^8 iii bdddiige, 1 
be waiittg to sttvt them. Fair 1:^ h ifrotii me to 
^ for fire to come tdown from heareni to deMt<^ 
those who are witliholding justieec.i.the xx>mmO)i 
right of men. That I m^ li:«te.^«.the^^^^j^^ 
stands at the door. " Judgment is raine^ ikith the 
Lord, and I Will repay it.** My conterti i» to 
jheiik^Tea jpained mind, which hath been deeply ex- 
ei'cised on account of those captives^ who ar^ 
groaning litiderh^d task^masters ; afidamaltoett<^ 
gaged that their masters, by pursuing a coh^ct 
different from the general practicei mig^ ei^perietice 
peace aild happiness, gaining alfeci^oas of their 
^^rvaiits by a £itherly christian care oVer thetti. 
For I am comforted in an unshaken bdief, tlial 
the Most High,, who siistaitis the charaot^^^ 
Almighty, has heard die groansof tins oppr^»Mid 
p^ Of mankind, Hhd Wili&rise for their dfeU^eraneei 
Such as obsdrve the signs of the times, may sed^ 
he has already arisen, thework doth progressive 
advance, luid I believe j that all thecombinirtioasdr 
human policy shall not be able to prevadt the de^ 
Uverance of this people from their wretched stttte 
of thraldom.. 
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^ingj||^ft§e.|»^c»r are seized and fettered 
IB ir^ifp^ ajid^s^l^iilto un9pi?diH')n^ bond^ into 
tbe, ^outhe|u(^^ (^^ich is and lias been 

liauch pyajftid^d within the Upited States) there to 
lin^r p«t th^ Ti^fXW wretched lives, 

and have; ■ no- liclper from any authority ; surely 
they;have justj^cguse to complain, and look up tp 
goveippae9t.afld:^.ose in power, Toy, redress ^ 
grievanoes : -. And let it be remembered jthat they 
neverjorfeited IHe or liberty, gnd^^^er^^ by Uie pre- 
decessors of tho?^ now in pSce, virtually pro. 
corned, tree. 

I am no politician j but it is clear that the fun- 
damentals of all good governments, being equfil 
liberty and impartial justice, tli^ jppn^titutipi and 
laws ought to be expressed in , such< unequivocal 
terms as not to be misunderstood, or admit of 
a double meaning, 

The preamble to the constitution is plain ; "We, 
the people of the United States^ in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, promote the general welfere 
and secure the blessiiigs of lihferty to ourselves and 
posterity, do ordain and cstabfish.'* &c. . Any ex- 
piressions in such an instrument calculated to ad^ 
mit of partial construction or different meaning, in 
order to enslave a particular race of men, after 
having proclaimed "that all have an uns^ienahle 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,'* 
would be ignoble, and below the digi;iity of men 
quslified to fill such important stations. If it were 
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mi meant as is declared, to form a more perS;ct 
umon, it mcst have a contrary effect, and insU^. 
of securing domestic tranquillity, it will cosiae- 
quentiy tend to promote insurrecUon, and lay wast^ 
the strength of , the ^)vei'nment, by depHvuig tfec 
coloured people of those rights, w^'ch had jusS: 
before been pronounced, andhel^ up to their ytew; 
as a mepiber of congress declared, whcnvt^ifise; 
people petitioned for a redress of grievance^^ that 
every one in that predicament, of which there wer^^ 
j so many hundred thousands, laid waste Uie J)||^t 
tions' strength, &c. And nothing can be 
contrary to the blessing of liberty, than to juakft 
them liable to unconditional bondage, without the 
consoling prospect of ever being redeemed ^ere- 
from. 

A house divided against itself cannot stand; , iid^ 
ther can a government, or constitution c this, is 
coincident with the present chii^f M^g^stnitf^'f^ 
opii&ba in his Notes on the State of Vi||;il^s|, 
page 173. - • . ■ ' , .,,4.;;;, , 

" With what execration shall the statesmaoi 
loaded, that suffisrs one half of the citia&m, J^^ 
trample on the rights of the other ; and can 
liberty of a nation be thought secure, whea we 
have removed their only firm basis coi»victioil^ i|i ' 
the minds t^f the people thftV these liberti^ iu« tii» 
^ of O^d^ jJl^ are not to be yiohit<^> lbi|t 
witHl»s wrs^l> Sadeed, I tremble fiwr^^i^^^^^^ 
wjben I refic<^ tl»t God u-|u^t,..^aiijd 
tice cannot sleepi hT tifa,:,M^Qki^^ 

c 
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ntiture, dndnaturM means only, a revolution of the 
wliecV of fortutie, an exchange of situations is 
attiofiig possible events : that it may become Prob- 
st sujjernattind interference; the Almighty 
r.td attrlbtite that can take sides with us in such 
a^tiOtatest,'" 

Theit IS a species of the Slave-trade carried on 
in the Otiited States, which, in cruelty, equals that 
to Africa, A class of men whose minds seem to 
%vc becotne ahnost callous to evay tender feeHtig, 
liavtng agents in various places, suited to their 
purpose; travei diroagh Qi3erent states, and by 
piiU'^asie, or otherwise, procure considerable num- 
berii df this people, which consequently becasions- 
a sei^aratkn of the hearest connections in life, 
husbands from wives, and parents from children^ 
tlfi^ poignant sensations marked on their nournful 
a^tttit^nances being disregarded, they ^ taken in 
AtJves through the country, Kke herds of cattle, 
but w$th less commiseration ; for, being drained 
or otherwise fettered, the weight and fr iction of their 
^cldes naturally producing mnch soreness and 
ipain, they are greatly incommoded in their travel. 
J^ls, designed for the security of such as have for- 
feited thiir Hbexty bj }i breach of the laws, are, 
tlhrdu^the countenante of some ih the ttiagistracy, 
fi(ia<fe refcef^taclcslfenrty^ kindof kerchan&e r«nd 
^(tfen p^ortiintty j^tcserits ^r mimng them ftit« 
tfe, it is in the dead of night, that their 

ctl^ ml^t not be jieard, nor ieg^t mi^ures pnr- 
i^^^tio restore t».i their rights, such as have been 



11 



kkinapped; ©titers we ' chuined in the garmt» w 
i^liar* of privMe ho»isc», ti^ the number bfei&omii^ 
nm\y equal to the ««icccrs whkh may Wt h^V^ 
expeputi» tteoy are then conveyed <»>oard» awl 
croucfed wider the httdies <tf vcs^ls eecretly »ta-^ 
tioned jar the purpose, «nd thus tran^tcd ^ 
P^er&buirgh ia Vi/ginifi, such oUier parts , 
will k&^re the best market, an^ maay others 
marched by laiid to uaknowii dcsti Jied pfecca* 

Is it aot * mdtojhoty cifpumatance that such • 
an abominable trade should be mifibrcd in a Jai^ 

oti.er fiicods, ou the Leg^laturc of Maryiai^ -a^ 
their session in laos^ it was vd& kwjmm t^,# 
vessel lay in the river below BjUtimone tp ta|^e la 
slaves, a pmctiee fif«q«c«t «n the waseif ^ ^<«3ff 
land, Delaware, and some other places^ Qn, ^ 
preseat^ion of Friends* Memo#X, « <»mmUtee 
being appointed, reported two rcsobes One, 
that Tt was reasooaWe an act should pass to prej^ 
vcRt husband being separated fropi wife, and pa^ 
rents (rom children under ten ytars of agei the 
other to prevent persons «et firee, at a given time^ 
by will or otherwse, from being sold and carried 
out of the state ; but aeiOier of these ol^ccts «ould 
be obtained. These fiagrant vi^ations of the 
righu of humanity were set forth in a humble man- 
ner by the ftee people <tf colour in their petition 
{before-mentioned) to Congress at their last ses- 
sion held in Philadelphia, o^ bdbalf.of their swferv 
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iftg brethren hi captivity.* Sc that in many 
^sc gl5eyou8 cases no redress is granted the 
supl^iiants of the coloured people, nor to others 
^plying on their behalf* either froitt the Grtehertd 
CrovernmeW, or those of &e different states. 
What will posterity think of such abuse of power 
.^trusted to rulers for the benefit, protection, 
and general good of the people ? Verily there is a 
,God that judgeth in the earth i who is a refnge for 
' the oppressed, and' will in hisi own time plead their 

The Congress, professing such implicit regard to 
the Constitntioh as to decline any interference in 
Relieving this abject class of the human species, 
eould with ihuch readiness enact the Fugitive Bill 
which authorities a slave-holder or his deputy to go 
through every State in the Union, even where sla- 
very is not tolerated ; and by the evidence of one 
matij taken before a single magistrate (arid he per- 
haps interiested in the business) bring back the 
p6or fugitive, whb, after enduring stripes and other 
cruel treatment, may be sold to the southern tra- 
ders, generally known by^' the name of Georgia 
■iticn. ■ ' • 

In the sacred scripture it is writteh^hat there shall 
b^ one laVv for the native and the stranger— ^one rule 
of justice--^Lfev. xxiv. 22. " Ye shkll have one 
manner of laWi as well for the stranger,' as for one 



0f y©Br -own country : for I am the Lord your 
God," jWhich is' in direct opposition to the \Bif 
of Congress, and many of the laws in different 
states, A law was eriacted in Maryland to make the 
oathof a slave valid against a free black, whereupon; 
a slave, by the influence of his. master or others, 
might be indU(%d to swear fabely, either > curry 
fevour, or 'through prejudice to an in^^v jai, so 
that an honest free black may be put in prison, 
sold out for his fees to a southern trader, and be 
made a slave for term of life. This laW was passed 
at the same session, when the Assembly would not 
afford them any relief in regard to the cruelties be- 
fore mentioned 5 but they were atjio loss to know 
how to oppress them. 

A distressing case soon took-place ** A man 
near the Bald-friar ferry in that state, who was prci. 
judiced against one DaVid M'Kim, a mulatto m^n, 
brought forw^urd a black lad, a slave, to swear rth» 
M^Kim had persuaded him to poison the family"; 
in consequence the mulatto 'man was committed to 
jail in irons, where he lay, by the account I te- 
,ceived,from the 5th of the 6th'month untilthe 7th of 
the 8th month ; when the boy was brought to sub- 
stantiate the diarges; j but here truth pre Viiiled ^ sd- 
though his dreaded master was along side of him, he 
could not be induced to perjure himself, and declared 
it was hot true ; and^hat-his master by threats had 
compelled him to swear felsely. The poor man of 
course was Ubetated j but says, the Gonfin'Cmenthas 
.rjuii^ Hm ; that he has been persecaied and:'pvc»- 



<5ccqted.** " Thus/* says the wrxlcr of the. at^ 
«ount, " has perjury and subornation of perjury 
been resorted to, to injure him » without cause* and 
without reason;-— and though they unift^jnly ftil- 
ed to destroy him totally, yet they have succeeded i» 
reducing him to that situation, which would have 
entitled him to the commiseration of the huniane* 
but Jas t he is not a white man.** 

What kind of goyernment must this be to admk 
of no remedy for such an enormons evil, towards 
k peqale, that, in feet, had been dechred free, and 
had an unalienaUe right t6 life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of hf^ines? ? Is it not to be feared that 
|br want of iropi^ial justice, its foundation is uh> 
sound, and consequently cannot be permanent.'-^ 

Do unto all men as ye would they should do 
«ntG you this is not <?nly obligatory on us s& 
individuals in our relation to each other, but re- 
mains to be the only sute basb of all good govern^ 
ment; for want of which, some governments have 
been crushed to pieces, and multitu(ks hav& lost 
their Uves In the ruins. 

But to ittum : — ►The evidence of a free African 
or his descendants^ will not, in Maryk&d. and some 
t^er states, be taken against a white man; although, 
;as a rogue, he may thereby go unpunished ; and, in 
fact, many do so go unpunished. 

Many of the peo^e of cdour, who had fled to 
prevent their being sold to southern mders, have, 
bjr the^ authority of the fugitive ii^w, been pursued, 
brpt^tback, and sold to men of this dcsGnption^ 
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and as Government had refoscd to afford them any 
redress, to God only could they look for support. 
Thus this law is put in forc^ against an unoffending 
helpless people, while of the fugitive for murder or 
theft, little or no notice is taken in some places. — 
So that the true spirit of judgment is turned back- 
ward. And as it is maiiifest that CJongress sup- 
posed they had a right to make \9ws to oppress this 
description of the great family of mankind, which 
is apparent by the aforesaid law ; I apprehend there 
oan be no doiabt of their authority, if not in other 
places, at ledst in the district of Columbia, to pre^ 
vent some of those evils this degnided part of our 
Mow-men are groaning under. And where could 
it begin better than at the seat of Government ? 

' In some places^ cognizance of murder is taken 
long aftet theiperpetration. In the Court of King's 
Bench,' in Great- Britiiin, the Governor of Goree, 
in Africa, for ^ordering a Serjeant to be illegally 
whipped, which occasioned his death, was tried 
and esecuted, fifteen or twenty- y«ars afterwards. 
How have the coloured peoples' lives bfeen sported 
with in some parts of the United States ! Num- 
bers^have been whipped to death, and otherwise 
murdered, and little or no notice taken in a judicial 
capacity. It was reported fit)m good authority, 
that a black man who was sold from near Snow- 
Hill, in Maryland, to a distant part of the conti- 
nent, returned back and ky oi^f of doors ; being 
Reused of dealing from.tfie ne!ghl>ours, was pur- 
sued, taken, and brought into the vitiage one mom- 
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ing;, am! theic ..^^ withoat judge or jury j at*^ 
which no more notice , was taken than if ihey had 
'.g a dog. Great are the oppressions ant' cru- 
Jties stli. continued toward?^ multitudes of this 
peoDle who are V tpt in bondage, w hich are so nOr 
torious that Tittle need be said on the occasion ; yet 
it may not be improper to rxite some few cases. 

It was a just observ'xtion of Thomas Jefferson, 
" that thv. whole commerce between, master ; and 
s!?ve is one perpetual exercise of the most boister- 
ous passions on the one part; and degrading sub- 
mission on the other." Many instances bave 
occurred, and soir^; of a recent date, where the 
slaves have ratlier chosen death, than to remain iot 
a state of bondage, liable to be separated fwiii all 
tlmt is dear to them. Some have plunged into the 
water, and drowned themselves ; others have cut 
their throats, as one man in Delaws^e county jail ; 
another, on the pavement in Philadelphia, while the 
stage was waiting to take him off, it appearing by 
the public prints that a magistrate in Trenton had 
signed an order that he might be sent as .a e .ve to 
the West- Indies. Others, in attempting to make 
their escape, have resorted to desperate mcang for 
effecting it. A number of this unhappy people 
were taken from the eastern shore of Maryland, by 
two of the southern traders, called Georgia men, 
Henry Spieres and Joshua Butts, who being con- 
cerned with the Treasurer of the state of Georgia, 
he furnished them out of the Treasury with eight 
or ten thousand dollars, to speculate on, but as they 



were returning with tl>e"r booty, through South- 
asnpton county, in Virginia, they were externfii- 
Dated by their prisoners ; who were afterwards ajik 
prehended, and several of them execute^i. A piece 
appeared in Poulson's paper, signed by Thomas 
Rowan, j^iving an account that on the 27th of Oc- 
iober, 1803, as Tames Howard and himsdf were 
going down the Ohio, with a company of this kind 
of merchandize, bound to the Natchez ; he says, 
" Unfortunately, some of the negro men meditated 
the sanguinary intention of killing us, as, we were 
laying asileep ; and accordingly attempted to carry 
their object into execution ; one of them with an 
axe, and another with a loaded whip, terminated 
the life of the said Mr. Howard. I foi tunatcly 
got overboard, received a stroke on my wrist, and 
swam ashore. The fellows were all caught, and 
committed to the jail of Canawaha county, two of 
whom have received sentence of death, . . . .the others 
have been ordered to be hired out, and will be de- 
tained, until the friends of Mr. Howard come for- 
ward." And he adds, " As the conveyance of 
letters is uncertain, he deemed it most expedient 
to convey tht melancholy intelligence through the 
medium of the newspapers.'* The human mind 
in ks natural state is in all men subject to the like 
passions, and where grievous oppriession exists, 
violent efforts for relief are excited : thus this hor- 
rid commerce is pregnant with the most dreadful 
circumstances, and when we consider that it is but 
fittte discouraged by the Government, our minds 

B 
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are shocked at the painful refiectioii that distress an^ 
misery should be thus continued to tlie human spe- 
cies. What can be the feelings of those whb carry 
on this trade, both buyers and sellers, particularly 
those in office, who, holding the reins of govern- 
ment, should be " a terror to evil-doers, and a 
praise to them that do well ? " Is it not lamentable 
that ^ commerce which is productive of such mul- 
tiplied enormities should be permitted among a 

people professing faith in Christ ? 

It appears to those who are free from prejudice, 

that the sufferings of the blacks in some parts of the 
United States, have been as cruel as in any other 
part o*" !ie world, which is confirmed by the many 
barbarities under the acts of outlawry in the south- 
ern states; some have been hunted with dogs, 
some wounded, and others killed..... When I was 
travelling through North Carolina, a black man 
who was outlawed, being shot by one of his pur- 
suers and left wounded in the woods, they came to 
an ordinary where I had stopped to feed my horse, 
in order to procure a cart to bring the poor wretch- 
ed object in. Another, I was credibly informed, 
was shot, his head cut off, and carried in a bag by 
the perpetrators of the murder, who received the 
reward, which was said to be two hundred dollars 
continental currency, and tliat his head was stuck 
on a coal-house at an iron-works in Virginia j and 
this for going to visit his wife at a distance.* Craw- 
ford gives an account of a man being ^ibbetted 

' ■ * See Appendix, C. 
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•alive in South Carolina, and the buiszards csmc 
and picked out h'rs eyes. Another was burnt to 
death at a stake in Charleston, surrounded by a 
multitude of spectators, some of whom were people 
of the first rank ;..l.the poor object was heard to cry 
as long as he could breathe, *' not guilty, not 
guilty.". ...One judge on the Eastern Shore of Ma- 
ryland sold thirteen of his slaves to a southern tra- 
der, among whom was a woman whose husband 
was sent -to gather oysters while the wife was taken 
away ; when he i-etumed and found his wife was 
gone, he expostulated witli his master, querying, 
" Whether he had nov been a faithful servant for 
upwards of twenty years ?" and requested he might 
t>e sold to go after his wife, but was refused. A 
man by the name of Black, in Cedar-cr^ek Ne6lk, 
about the latter end of the 4th month, 1805, in tht 
state of Delaware and county of Sussex, suspending 
a black lad, and tying three fence rails to his feet, 
by severe beating put an end to his eiist«icc ; and 
afterwards had him buried in the night. On dis- 
covery of the fact, tlie corpse was t^ken up, and by 
the coroner's inquest, he was found guUty of mur- 
der. And it further appeared that he bad been the 
death of two such unhappy victims before, which 
were secreted, and what makes it the more lament- 
able, the lad, it appeared, was iniiocent of the 
crime he was charged with, which was taking 
leather for a pair of shoe soals, which Black* s 
son afterwards acknowledged, he had taken; Black 
made his escape, and a reward was o^fered for liis 
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being taken up, that he might be brought t9 
trial. 

From a recent account published in the Ameri- 
can Daily Advertiser, by a person who had taken 
a tour along the Eastern Shore of Maryland, it ap- 
pearsj that from that side of the Bay only, there 
were not less than six hundred blacks carried off 
in six months, by the Georgia men, or southern 
traders* I»j the state of Maryland, there is the 
greatest market, or inland trade in the human spe^ 
cies of any part of the United States. Some of 
the agents for those southern traders are so hardy 
as to publish by advertisement their readiness 
to procure this kind of cargo, which they effect 
in various ways ; frequently by purchases, made 
^ secretly, that the poor blacks, when perhaps 
eng^E^d at their meals, or occupied in some do.- 

. .jopiestic concerns, not having the least intimation of 
the design, are suddenly seized, bound, and car- 
ried off, either to some place provided for the purr 
pose, or immediately on board the vessels: and 
many others are obtained by kidnapping, until the 
whole supply is completed. A man ojF the name 
of Swan, in Easton, who was concerned in this ne- 
farious business, was detected and sent to jail, and 
on searching his house, two children were found 
secreted in an upper room : he used to keep these 

^ poor objects locked and chained, until his colleagues 
came and took them away, socne by land, and 
others by water; such as passed through Balti- 
more frequently liad their number enlarged out of 
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|he jaii, wh^ {bf oouintenaiice of men it) authori' 
iff as be€»rft ot>sefved) they were lodged till such 
time as they could be cx)nveyed away. These mcn- 
^tealers, though &r worse than high- way robbers, 
are seldom made to suffer what a due administra- 
tion of the law would justly inflict :...one of them 
being spoken to on account of his engaging in this 
horrid traffic, confessed, that if he were to give 
conscience fair play, he should not do it." I have 
heard some men,^in eminent stations say, *^ the 
countty must be thinned of these people, they must 
be got rid of at any rate. Some from embarrassed 
circumstances, have made sale of those wretched 
objects, who being i^llen upon at unawares, hand- 
cuffed, and sent off, has struck such terror in other 
slaves, who would otherwise have remsuned with 
their masters, that they have taken flight in order 
to an escape ; a man and his wife on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland being thus circumstanced, fled, 
and under such alarm, it was said she had evoi ieit 
her sucking child. After they were taken, I met 
with them, coupled together in irons, and drove 
along the road like brute beasts, by two rough un- 
feeling men. About sixty of these poor men, wo- 
men, &c« were lately driven through Pennsylvania, 
and not only the m^es, but the females wjere so 
u-on bound, tliat it was with great difficulty the lat- 
ter could clothe and feed their children. 

Two persons who w ere travelling through the 
southern slates in the awtnmn of 1803, as thev 
passed through North Cau^bn-A, stopt atCharlottfe- 
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vUie, and put up at the widow Mason's ordinary^^ 
where they saw a coffin making j and on inquiry 
it appeared that the widow's son, after threatening 
a black man, threw a Ltone and broke his scull, 
which in a few days occasioned his death, his 
weeping widow and several children being left to 
deplore his loss : but as he was black, it seem- 
ed as though little notice would be taken of it. 
This youth appears to have been such an one as is 
described 'n Jefferson's Notes, who had " caught 
lineaments of wrath, and had given a loose to his 
worst of passions ; and thus nursed, educated, and 
daily exercised in tyranny, could not but be stamp- 
ed with odious peculiarities.** As these travellers 
were passing through Virginia, near Amherst 
court-house, they were informed by a black wo- 
man, with tears in her eyes, that a beloved brother, 
about two weeks before, had been so barbarously 
whipped by an overseer, that he died two days after 
correction. 

I cannot but remember my feelings when laying 
in Carlisle Bay, atBarbadoes, in 1784, on seeing a 
Guinea- ship whose decks were covered with slaves; 
the grown persons on the maia deck, and the 
younger ones on the quarter, which was enough to 
make a feeling heart shudder ; and I was ready to 
exclaim. How could I possibly bear to see one of 
my children in this situation ? And yet in this 
land of boasted liberty, there are numerous in- 
stances of miasters selling and separating the near- 
est connections, as before hinted. When I was in 
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Maryland, one who professed himself to be a mi- 
nister of tiic gospel, sold some children from their 
parents, never likely to meet again while in time. 

It has been asked, What can be said in fevouf 
of emancipation, when so many that are free ar« 
^rouded into jail for their dishonesty, &c ? I ani 
not disposed ; to countenance wrong things, but 
they may plead the examples of the whitesa... 

That disposition to theft which they have been 
branded with, must be ascribed to their situation, 
and not to any depravity of the moral sense. The 
man in whose favour no laws of property exist, 
probably feels himself less bound to respect those 
made in favour of others. When arguing for our- 
selves, we lay it down as a fundamental, that ■ * laws 
to be just, must give a reciprocation of right",.,, 
that without this, they are mere arbitrary rules of 
conduct, founded in force, and not in conscienee : 
and it is a problem which I give to the master to 
solve, whether the religious precepts against the 
violation of property, were not framed for him as 
well as his slave ; and whether the slave may not as 
justifiably take a little from one who has taken all 
from him, as he may slay one who would slay him ; 
that a change in relation, in which a man id placed, 
should change his ideas of moral right or wrong, is 
peither new nor peculiar to the colour of the 
blacks. Homer tells us it was so upwards of two 
thousand six hundred years ago.... 

" Jove fix'd it certain, tliat whatever day 
Makes roan a slave, takes half bis worth away." 

jErrKRsa>-*s Notbs, pace 152, 



u 

it iiccessafy to tcakt g^eat cillowandeii for the 
floor lalackSr <i^si^ering titeb education and Gondi> 
tkmo^ It way, tfe&i^forc, well bjc accodAted for, why 
the Indians* i&ental capacities appear Btrdnger than 
tke^s. Thfei Indians |iave never had their spirits 
broken do^n :l^ hard labour and oppression fh^ 
in^ufed Africans, under severe task -masters ; so 
that it may be justlyi concluded, the great Author 
of mans* es:istdnce is as liberal in bestowing talents 
on them as tho&e of other nations. Many instances 
might be adduced in support of this conc*ustot». 

I am iiappy tQ have it to mefttion that there is now 
an increadng care extended for a guarded educa^ 
tion of the coloured people, and to the credit ctf 
many c£ fhei humane and benevolent citizens of 
PhiM^hia, i there are no less than eight or ten 
schoetls: kept lip in the city for the instruction 
of this jdass of mankind, where there i» wpwardis 
of fiver hundred instx^cted daily, which- bids feir 
to ^^hfy and fit many of them to become as useful 
members of the community as those of a diflTerent 
complexion ,^ who lioW unjustly hold them in cap- 
tivity, irad claim them as property. And however, 
this claim ioiight have been allowable, in the days 
of our forefathers, which may be said to have been 
a time of ignorance, and therefore winked at ; sUch 
who believe that God is just, and that his justice 
cannot sleep for ever, can have he solid grounds to 
hope for the long continuance of his blessing on a 
government which neglects or refuses its duty in 
reaped to these people. 

'a* 
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Would it net be of more importance to devise 
means for the removal of a national evil, of so much 
magnitude, and on which the wel&re of the United 
States so much depends, than the acquisition of un? 
bounded territprj' I Perhaps some who havevbeen 
accustomed to livl in pride, idleness, "and lu^&uiy, 
may plead necessity on account of the climate not 
suiting their constitutioifs ; but a thing radicalty' 
wrong, will not admit of such fig-leaf covejings. 
My object is the good of my country men^ as well 
the master, as the slave. I am no partisan ; and 
they who know me best will subscribe to the truth 
of thb assertion. I do most assuredly believe, 
that the withholding from this oppressed part 
the cotnmunity tht-ir just rights, without suitable 
provision being made for their redemption, wHl 
draw down Divine displeasure. I hope no one 
will take offence at my plain manner of treating the 
subject;.... it has been weightily upon my mind for 
a series of years : and when we look round and b&> 
hold the state of things, both in Europe and Ame> 
rica, it evidently appears, that the judgments of 
the Most High are in the earth ;....may the inhabit- 
ants of the world learn righteoip^)$^ ! War, pes* 
tilence^ and &mine, have been experienced in many 
places. The Britons and the French, with other 
European nations are in great agitation and tumult; 
and it would be wisdom to consider that trouble 
does not spring out of the ground, neither does the. 
Almighty afflict his people willingly : most, if not 
all, of these nations, have been engaged in thb most 

■ E ■ 
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Bsi^tiltdus <ioinfii«;ixe ; Jihd Aidtfe My to adc6m- 
jplwh theii" Mve ftirtifehfetcT thfe pto^le of 

n^drfr, <d Wsi^ Mt \^ith cJifcH to ciptiyate 

ariS iiiftflte jyrisohi^iis cff Iheii' ^wii brethren, to ^W6- 
ciiit ^tirgdeis cff ^fet^s fer tht iA0i pt6feiibrs of the 
CBrJ^iiah i^efigidW. !t B a* uiithan^ablfe truth, 
isk h ifteted ouft to c^the^i, it 6i- will be, 
ittfeOdd b^ck s^ri. Ifi ^ course ttf the Aiherkiatt 
retbMtio)^, tftl^^ifs tb a tittle. Btitbtiii 

kiid Aiflft^catis, he^etdfore United in rav£(gifrg ih6 
cmil Africfr, Wtrt then engaged in &iHing each 
otlier, crbwcHtig their cdptlvtes into jails dnd pt-Jsort- 
^ip$, s6 as t6 bring many into cruel dulferin^^ 
imd t<> to untirfiely death. They carried the tatA^ 
i^ so Bt, to the southward in the United States, aA 
to buy and sell each other, sudi ^as ilie eniftity 
that took jilaee betw^ those denominafted ivhi^ 
jtad to^y. When they were aboiit to ifi^e u^ 
thteif cotihtpAnies fbl- actuai service, it was said that 
sotne who eadeavwirdi to keep out of the w«y, 
were taken and sold to make up defieiences. Scrtt6 
who were accbiintc^inimieal to the cause being 
fbvted into ^idHn^were brought from South 
GdH))in^, by the Way of Lancaster, to Philadelphia, 
where i saw- them benioaning their situation;..., 
flottie <^ the representatives front that state in Con- 
grew kindly interfering, they were sufiered to re- 
turn hoitie. 

If an Israelite's servant would not leave his 
master's service, his ear was to be bored through, 



27 



ap4 mi^t ^ r^in^d in l;}Qndi»g«^ And It h 
no^y ^aid by some of Qur sl^ve-,tM3(^der9, ** My m* 
gro^ w'M not le^ve i»e let such rjtmsiin ; bv,t 

d^r yoiir eare; .^nd sl?e?sr y-o^r^lves feitjjfui guajr- 
diaos hy giving the^ .a CJhri^&tian educatjion, 
grovidii^g them wjfh a suj9i(4ency of i^e cpHifon^ 
of life ; then the ayip^ster a?Jd the servafl^t naay kp 
i»y,tu4ly he]ii:^fiil to mch oiJier. I J^elieve that mwt 
a§ fooi;y^rly, there ^e toJae servafltg as wcM as mas» 
tiers, biat, alafi ! hQW" conitrfuy to sMcih £hnsf49i^ 
treatmeut, h the conduct of jpfmU^tu^ess of slave- 
holders 1 Tliey ^llow tNw bijt pi^e pe<^ Qf u^eaJ 
for a whole week, in sonae of the southeru states.*..* 
How despotically are they AiMl.»«Ia^itcad # re- 
ceiving kind aiud gentle treat^flieAt, th^ sub- 
jected to cicueUy and oppresisioo^ by .ipnas^ers, 1919- 
tresses, and hard-he5«ted overseers- jj^t is shock- 
ing to the feelings of humanity, in traveWjing t^rougli 
«ome of those states* to ^ee these poqr object^i 
especially in the inclement season, in rags, and 
trembling with the cold ; yet sqme of these task- 
masters will ^y, they treat their ^yes well : cus> 
torn may have recpncUed it to^ohem, but it strikes 
the feeling minds of strangers with astonishment 
and disgust. A chief of the Seneca Indians,^ ivhp 
had been at the seat qf Qovernment, and hehe^ 
the oppression these people laboured under, aAer- 
wards inquired whether the Quakers kept sdaves ; 
on being informed they did not, he expressed great 
satisfaction : mentioned he had been at the city cf 
Washington, and found many white people kept 
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blacks in slavery, and used them nc» better thm 
horses. That pious man, Richard Baxter, treat- 
ing oii tlie subject, say^^, that " !t is enougli : j 
make the heathen hate Christianity,** vt hioh was 
verified by a late well- authenticated faci : Several 
nimionaries being sent out professedly to propa- 
gate the gospel among the Aborigines of the wil- 
derness, on informing them of their mission, the 
Indians held courtcil for upwards of ten days ; and 
at length advised them to return home.... that the 
white people made sl ives of the black people, and 
if they had it in their power, they would make 
slaves of the Indians ; they therefore wanted no 
•uch religion . 

From whcndfe come wars and fightings ? From 
lust : F rom whence comes slavery ? From pride 
and avarice, links of the same chain. Where sla- 
very abounds, tyranny, irreligion, and dissipation ' 
superabound ; as appears by the account of the 
horse-racing, &c. near the seat of Government, al- 
ready noticed. A similar exhibition of horse- 
racing, swearing, drunkenness, gambling, &c. was 
kept up at Fredericksburgh, in Virginia, by a large 
concourse of persons for several days ; and many 
other places have exhibitions of the like kind. 
How will such feel, at their closing moments, 
when they come to reflect on their woeful waste 
of precious time ; and that their follies were sup- 
ported in a great measure, by the labour and 
toil of their poor oppressed slaves. It appears 
that those tilings were formerly declared to be of- 



fensive m the sight of Heaven. Jer. xxii. IS. *' Woe 
uato him that bnildeth his house by unrighieoiis- 
ness, and his chaml^ers by wrong ; that useth his 
jfieighbour's service without wages, and giveth him 
Slot for his work-" "fet some of those plead 
scripture for slave-holding : it is to be hoped they 
win pay some E*egprd to those passages which for- 
bid injustice and oppression. How have thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of these people's lives 
been worn out, and wasted, and for what purpose ? 
To support prid«- -id idleness, which still eon- 
tinues ; and which has already terminated in the 
ruin of multitudes of the offspring of these oppres- 
sors; agreeably tc sacred writ...." Jerusalem is 
ruined, and Judah is fallen ; because of their tongues 
and their doings-" Behold, where this abomina- 
ble iniquity abounds, what cursing, swearing, and 
taking the sacred name in vain ! Even the lands are 
left barren. It is mournful to behold, in riding 
along in some places, the soil w^orn out, the timber 
destroyed, the fences broken down, the orchards iii 
a manner become fruitless, the houses shattered 
and ready to fall to pieces, for a considerable extent 
of country, the poor brute languishing for want of 
food, and shelter from the storm. So that it may 
be justly said npw as formerly, that the land is made 
barren, by the wickedness of those that dwell 
therein ; Psal. cvii. 34. I am not insensible of my 
^exposure to the censure of those that shut their 
eyes that they will riot see, and stop their ears that 
they will not hear, &c. lest they should be convert- 
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(4 : but I api^eal to the more serioiis and considei - 
ate, if tfiese thi.i>gs ar^ not so. 

The Constitution of the United Suites is the 
fun^aiw^ntal Jaw ; the principles of which ougUc to 
pervade the whole syf.t cai of legal r»pcraticn . rhe 
leading features of the Constitution are set forth, 
in the Declaration of Congress, July 4^th, 1776, 
as before noticed...." We hold tixese truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equsJ," &c. 
and in the Constitutions of the sevei-al states ar.c 
paragraphs nearly siniilar. Let it then be remem- 
bered how emphatically the prophet reminds the 
Israelites of their covenant^ and the awful de- 
pjunciation of Divine judgment, on account of their 
liot }te€g>ing it, Jer. ¥xxiv. 10. " Now when all 
the princes, and all the people, which had entered 
into the covenant, heard that every one should let 
his man servant, and eyery one his maid iservant 
go jiree, that none should serve themselves qf 
them any more, then they obeyed and let them 
go, But afterwards they turned, and caused ,the 
servants and the handmaids, whom they had let go 
free, to return, anji brought them into subjection, 
ipr servants and for handmaids. Therefore the word 
of the Lord came to Jeremiah, from the Lord, say- 
ip^ Ye were now turned, and had done right in my 
iight, in proclaiming liberty, every man to his 
neighbour ; but ye turned and polluted my name, 
caused every man his servant and his handmaid 
to return, and brought them Into subjection, &c.* 

• See Append, D. * 
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Therthtt ihm saith the Lord, ye have not heark- 
ened unto me.... Behold, 1 proclaiin a liberty ht 
you to the sw<)r<i, to the pestilence, and tb the fe- 

iriine.'* It may ftot be improper to teviVfe iht 
statutes given by the Almighty to the IsfadiiCfty 

Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. 

May the Cougfess, the grand ituqucst of ^ 
United States^ exert every nerve to extend tfefe 
blessings of liberty to people of all descriptions i«d , 
complexions; atid may the state kgislat^OFrefi do 
the same. I call upon th<: executive de^i^tMefKi^ 
«f Goveriittietit, to protect all kinds of peof^ tti 
their riatuFal atid civil rights.. ..and all those whdf 
hdld slates, to consider what right they hate 
keep them in slavery. Sure 1 am, there is nd 
!a\t to support it ; it is against tlie ^setice of thf 
C^ttstitjitibti, attd very contrary to the ftfttttf« 
ipitlt of Christianity. 

it was praise-ivorthy in the General Le|^£ilfitut6 
to pass ^ law prohibiting our citizens supply ii!^ 
foreign Mtions with ^aves from Afritan: but jit 
remains to be lamented that a wide door tidntal^ti^ 
open Ibr carrying on the internal tndde, be^re 
noticed, which I apprehend might be stopp^ by 
the difieretft legislatures passing laws prohibiliAg 
^ transportation of thi* people through their re* 
spective states^ which is stHl ^ case, particulars 
to the southrivard. Which the rulers in 
part$ will do Well to consider, lest their couhtry 
being filled with slaves, ftiay be a means of filing 
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their cup i oty; and their dcstruciioji 

come upou u • armed man. 

6th Ai ' ^ institution says, All 

debts contractt j < i >nents entered into be- 

fore the adoption u ^ on litution, shall be as 
Valid against the Unit*. v<uder this Constitu- 

tion, as under the Co on;*' and by the 

declaration of the Confed*.) c-m, on a fair con- 
struction, tlie people of colour are declared to be 
free; and although the 11th section of the Con- 
stitution says, **No person held to service. or labour 
in one state under laws thereof, escapfing into 
another- shall, in consequence of any !aw or regu- 
lation thereip, be discharged from such service or 
la)?0ur, but shall be delivered up on the, claim of the 
pj^rty to whom such service or labour may be due.* * 
Yet can any labour or service be due from a persoi^ 
d'^^rived of his natural right ?. especially when he 
hfiis arrived to man's estate, and has reaped down 
th^ fields of : his claimer without wages, which is 
by him J^ept back by fraud,-' as set forth by the 
apostle iames* 

Catt tli^re be .any ; greater inconsistency or ab- 
surdity^ after the declarationw that " ail men have 
an ut^alienable right to liberty, &C." than that such 
an urjuEt construction should be put upon the 
stfioresaid section, as is done by the fugitive law ? 
when in jufstice there is a b^anqe in favour of the 
poor fugitive who has escaped. TJiere being no 
expression respecting the colour €|;^hc s^in, was 
it not evident by the ambl^uops terms used, that 
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such incompatibility with the repeated avowal of 
the natural rights of mm would strike every ob- 
server as a direct violation of the principle on which 
the whole is founded ? Will not the jjries of this 
deeply afflicted people reach the ears of the Lord of 
Sabbaoth, O ye men who set up a cldm to a fel- 
low-mortal ? What will it do for you in the day of 
retribution, when the servant shall be free from his 
master ; and both shall appear before an impartial 
Judge, who is no respecter of persons ? 

Is it not astonishing that after so many applica- 
tions to the different state legislatures, as well as to 
Coiigress, so little should be done in favour of this 
people, who are held in captivity contrary to every 
principle of justice and equity ? Call to remem- 
brance, I entreat you, O ye men in office! the 
many changes and revolutions which have taken 
place in times past, and which were very much out 
of view till they came to the threshold of the door. 
Remember how it fared with Oliver Cromwell, 
who, after he had risen to be Lord Protector, afid 
had got the government, as he thought, establi^» 
ed, who had declared that if he did not support li- 
berty, even that liberty which had occasioned many 
to leave the land of their nativity, and seek an asy- 
lum in a vast howUng wilderness, to enjoy the in- 
estimable blessing of liberty of omscience (to be 
deprivied of which, or the liberty of the body, is a 
reproach to the rulers of any cbuntry) he would 
sooner be willing to be rolled into his grave and 
liuried with in&my, than give his consent to the 
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thjpowmg away of that government, so testified \int» 
in the fundamentals of it. What can have beeai 
more strong;!^ testified of, than liberty to all men by 
the rulers of the United States i How did it resound 
from one end of the continent to the other ? See 
how it fared with Cromwell after he had warped 
from justice and true judgment;.... what he had 
imprecated upon himself, was, in effect, ^Ifilled. 

Many instances might be recited out of history, 
both sacred and profene, to shew how many, who 
filled the most dignified stations in Ufe, were let 
down, even into disgrace, when they departed from 
justice and true judgment, so as to forget the day 
of covenant-maJcing; which it is to be frared is the 
ca^ with many in our land m the present day* 
How has the conduct of the people in many places 
contradicted their professions m that humiliating 
season when ever)' species of dissipation was cou- 
' demned and reprobated : but behold them return- 
ing, like the swine to wallowing in the filth of pol- 
lution ; the same wicked practices, which, in that 
day were decla^rsd against, have since been aggra- 
vated by a rapid increase, to the great grief of 
many of the sober inhabitants of the different reli- 
gious denominations in the United Statesr 

As the agitated state of £urope has been btfaat 
touched on, it may not be improper again to advert 
thereto. In England, several p^sons of rank and 
eminent talents exerting their pens in advOcatingthe 
cause of humanity, the feelings t>f the people in vari- 
ous parts were so afi^cted^ that upwards of five hun- 



dred petitions were presented to the Parliament for 
suppression of the African Slave-trade j but from 
mistaken policy they declined eompiying witii this 
reasonable request, so obviosasly founded upon the 
principks and doctrines of Christianity, and lest it 
should diminish tlie r- venue, chose rather to con- 
tinue a commerce that disgraces the Government 
with lasting infamy. Whenever individuals or a 
people pursue that which is clearly manifest to be 
evil, the fruit is bitter Indeed. It is remarkable, 
that the troubles and difEcuktes which have come 
upon that country have been almost unremitted : 
war, with its train of miseries and woes has for 
many years prevailed, and the nation plunged into 
perplexity and vast expense : being accounted the 
most powerful by sea, if not by land, she has taken 
the lead of all others in enslaving the poor African's 
that never injured her. But is not her present 
situation lamentable ? May she not be addressed in 
the language of the prophet to a great people for- 
merly, ** The Lord is slow to anger, and great in 
power, and will not at dl\ acquit the wicked ; the 
Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the 
storm, and the clouds are the dust ok his feet ; the 
Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble, 
and he knoweth them that trust in him;*'....mark 
what follows:....** Art thou better than populous 
No, that was situate among the rivers, that had the 
71 aters round about it, whose rampart was the sea, 
and her wall was from the sea? Ethiopia and Egy pt 
were her strength, and it was infinite; Put and 
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Lubim were thy helpers, yet she was carried away^ 
she went into captivity,'* Read also the twenty- 
eighth chapter of Ezekiel, of the judgments de- 
nounced igainst the Prmce of Tyrus ; that which 
was written aforetime was for the instruction, cau- 
tion, and warning of future generations, and I am 
concerned to revive them, that others' harms may 
be a warning. 

Let the Goviemment of the United States profit 
by the awful examples which are held up to otir 
view here the spark of liberty hath kindled and 
glowed, its fervour hath in pathetic language been 
spread firom the east to the westermost parts of her 
borders,* and though at present many may fondly 
indulge themselves with pleasing prospects that she 
shall sit as a queen, and see no sorrow, yet trouble, 
which springs not out of the ground, may soon 
overtake us. Upwards of seven hundred thousand 
of this people remain among us in unconditional 
bondage*, this indescribable iniquity, with many 
ethers ihat are of less magnitude, may with pro- 
priety awaken our apprehensions, that the Divine 
displeasure will be certainly manifested for our cor- 
rection in chastisements, heavier than we have hither- 
to.experienced. Though it may be said the time is 
short till the year 1808, when more fiill justice may 
be done this people, remember that the delay of 
justice is injustice. As great men are some- 
times suddenly removed, and others put in their 
places, those whet are at present in conspicuous 

* See Appendix. 
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stations, if they ncgkct the work of their day, may 
not in that. period have it in tfjeir power to eflfect 
it. 

How was it in the case of the great king Be!" 
shazzar ? Being well acquainted with the solemn 
events of the preceding reign, the prophet tells him, 
" Thou hast not humbled thine heart, though thou 
knowest all this ; and the God iu whose hand thy 
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thoii not 
glorified.** At an unexpected hour he was alarmed 
by the hand- writing on the plaster of the wall; and 
was informed that he was weighed in the balance, 
and found wanting : and I verily believe the like 
inscription will be written on the table of the hearts 
of some in authority, to their astonishment, if they 
continue to depart from their covenants, and sport 
themselves with their own deceivings; notwith- 
standing they may be glossed over, and covered 
with the soft but false appellation of innocent 
amusements. Call nothing innocent that the con- 
troversy of Heaven is a^nst; which was considered 
to be the case with vain pastimes, when the cove- 
nant, before hinted at, was signed, sealed, and con- 
firmed, by the voice of the people of the United States. 
Is there not reason to believe, that the language ut- 
tered by the apostle James is applicable in the present 
day, who,as a faithful watchman»exclaims, by way of 
warning, "Behold the hire of the labourers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back 
by fraud, crieth, and the cries of them which have 
^reaped, are entered into the ears of the Lord tf 



SabbflOth ; ye liave lived in j^easure cm the earth, 
and been wanton, ye have condemned and killed 
the just, and he doth not resist you." Let me» 
my countrymen, once more request you to ob- 
serve the signs of the times, which are gloomy,. 
If I am not mistaken, a dark cloud now hangn 
over this nation, which, I believe, nothing shoiJt 
of what removed the impending judgment which 
awaited the inhabitants of Nineveh, will avert* 
There the judgment was removed by repentance ; 
and because there were so many score thousands 
of the inhabitants which knew not their right- 
hand from their left, besides much cattle. O the 
boundless condescension of the Creator of the ends 
of the earth ! We see in times of calamity how the 
brute creation suffers, which drew the compassion 
of the Almighty ivward not only man, but beast, 
which are made to suffer in times of distress, whe- 
ther it be by war, pestilence, or famine. Surely 
these things are not cunningly devised fables 
there is a cloud of witnesses to the truth of the 
dealings of an over-ruling Providence, both of 
his judgments and mercies : he is long-suffering, 
and waits to be gracbus ; he will not condemn the 
innocent, neither acquit the guilty, without sincere 
rfepcntance and amendment of life. We see that 
iTiiny are the abominations which draw down Di- 
vine displeasure, and bring judgments on lands and 
on individuals, but nothing appears to me equal, nor 
fraught with so many evils, as enslaving our fellow- 
men. 
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It has been some consolation to the feeling mind 
^at every state in the Union hud past la to pre- 
vent th^ importation of slaves from abroad ; but 
of late South Carolina has opened her ports for their 
admittance, and t^usands have been landed there 
in one year 5 which appears to have been marjted 
with the displeasure of the Most High, if floods, 
storms, and tempests, the loss of men's lives, of 
shipping) crops of corn, cotton, stock, and other 
pr(^>erty to aai immenise axnonnt, so that man and 
beast ffl:e reduced for. want pf sustenance, may be ,^ 
called judgments. Pharaoh refiised to let Israel 
go, afbr he had assented, till one judgment was 
sent after another, and by an out- stretched arm 
they were at length delivered. Congress may, after 
like y^ar 1868, ^pa^s laws to prohibit importation 
^ migrationiL but is it expected they will then be 
zested with; more, authority than they now have to 
r^ess the. igr jeyances of those alr^cfy imported ? 

It oeam^ AS Iheugh it were perx^ittc^d for open- 
ing ih&^ies of ti^js nation, th^ so i<»rge a num- 
bq* Qf Its >iinb£lbitants should be taken and carried 
intp {3l!9{adagei, ^ftnd placed in a lik.e situation, sepa- 
l«tjed j6ri>^ their mcist endeared connections; which 
s^pe^ HMH^ i^w^le in a peqple acoouip^tjsd bar- 
banana, thaa in ft na|3K)9 prioCes^ing the sagned nam^ 
of ChriRt:: an^ it be remembered they come not 
Qn >th!& American xoaats to make slaves, a^ many of 
9ur citizenago upon thatof AiHca*for that nefarious 
|)urpose, and luring them here by force against their 
will, to the reproach of a frep an4enlightencd people. 
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if so large a stun of money has been thought 
Mecessary to ledctrn our American brethren fn m 
the captivity of the Tripohtans, is it not expedient 
that s\sum should be raised toward the colonization 
of the African rac;, who are held in captivity at 
home in the United States.* When a man's 
ways please the Lord, he causeth even his enemies 
to be at peace with him, and he can also turn the 
hearth of the rebellious to the vi isdom of the just." 
The signs of the times are serious ; so that it may 
0 be justly said, the Lord's voice is heard in both 
city and country ; and O that men would be wise, 
and " hear the rod, and him who hath appointed 
it." 

About the beginning of the wai between Great 
Britain and America, as before hinted, the rights 
of men were investigated ; till then it seemed more 
tolerable to hold the Africans in bondage ; and not* 
withstanding the proclamation then went forth that 
all men have an unahenable right to liberty, yet 
this unofiending people are still kept in slavery^ 
without the necessary provisions being made to 
break the yoke of oppression, by fixings some pe- 
riod, after which there should be no more slaves 
born in the United States. On this desirable ob- 
ject the happiness of this people, and the safety and 
welfere of this country, I believe, very much de- 
pends; and notwithstanding this is^ so, yet the 
many applications of the humane and lovers of their 

* Woaldnot ^meMoxe of tbis sort make them friends mstead of 
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country, have beeu rejected, or had but partial 
success. 

Though this very important subject remains 
much unattended to, and is often treated with in- 
difFerency, yet it is the generally received opinion, 
that the day is hastening when this people will be- 
come free ; and it is desirable it should be with 
the consent oi those who have authority over 
them. 

It has been frequently asked, *' How can the 
United States get rid of slavery ?" This is an im- s 
portant question. The immediate liberation of all 
the slaves, may be attended with some difficulty; 
but surely something towards it may now be done. 
In tlie first place, let the President's plan, in- 
serted in his Notes on Virginia be adopted, fixing 
a period after which none should be bom slaves 
i" the United States ; and the coloured children to 
be fi-ee at a certain age. 

This would tend to quiet the minds of the aged, 
afibr(Kng the consoling prospect that their offspring 
in a future day will enjoy the blessings of liberty ; 
and let no legal barrier remain to prevent indi- 
viduals freeing their slaves at pleasure ; and thus, 
in due time, a gradual emancipation would take 
place, and be fully completed. 

The Spanish mode for the gradual abolition of ^ 
slavery, is praise- worthy. They are registered in 
a book provided for the purpose, and one day in 
each week allowed them as their own : when they 
have earned a stipulated sum, another day in the 
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week is added i thus going on, they have opportu- 
nity of acquiring as much as will purchase their en- 
tire freedom ; which, at the same time that it ac- 
complishes the desired end, inures them to habits of 
industry, and prcmptR to commendable economyc 

An objection to emancipation and colonization 
has been stated upon a supposition that it would 
introduce a mixture of blood ; but let the expe- 
rience of many ages be consulted, and it will appear 
that this plea has very little weif^'ht in it. Mulat- 
toes are generally born of black females, who being 
held under the absolute authority of their mastere, 
owners, or overseers, are compelled to submit to 
their lusts, in violation of their chastity, without 
daring to resist or complain ; and the law which is 
designed for the protection of innocence and redress 
of wrongs, affords them neither security nor reme- 
dy : the offspring, partaking of the colour of each, 
designates this debasing sinful conduct. 

Some of high rank, professing great delicacy, 
treat the idea of such connection with abhorrence ; 
but it is remarked they have been first in the trans- 
gression. It is rare to see black men with white 
wives, and when such instances occur, those men 
are generally of the lowest class, and despised by. 
their own people i for, Divine Providence, as if in 
order to perpetuate the distinction of colour, has 
not only placed those different nations at great dis- 
tances from each other, but a natural aversion and 
disgust seems to be implanted in the breast of 
eadi. Captwn Philip Beavor, in his African me- 
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morandaj relates, that one of the white women of 
the company of adventurers to the island of Bula« 
«na, being taken captive by the natives, no viola- 
tion of her chastity was offered, owing, probably, 
to the extreme antipathy they have to a white skin, 
which they fully evidenced on several occasions. 
I have not the least doubt, the blacks have as full 
conviction that it is as great an evil for them to 
blend their colour with the whites, as we believe it 
is t^ mix with them. 

When colonized, enjoying liberty and the rights 
of citizenship, the possession of property and at- 
tachment to domestic happiness, would no doubt 
be greatly enhanced; the change of situation would 
inspire them with more exalted sentiments of vir- 
tue and honour than has hitherto appeared in their 
degraded state ; and I believe that instead of pro- 
moting those unnatural connexions, it would be in 
a good degree effectual to preserve the distinctions 
of nation and colour. * 

HavenottheGeneralLegislature a right to instruct 
a committee to assign a tract within some part of 
the western wilderness (where there arc millions of 
acres likely to continue many ages unoccupied) for 
the colonization of those who are already free, and 
disposed to remove thither ? And if from one to 
two hundred acres were set off to each family, ac- 
cording to their number and strength, it would be 
an inducement to others, as they became free, to re. 
pair to the colony ; and no doubt many persons of 
humanity, who continue to hold slaves, would be 
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%v^illing to liberate them on condition of their so 
removing : indeed, I believe, there are numbers 
who would gkdly embrace the opportunity, from a 
consciousness that they have no inherent right in 
them ; who probably find that the profits arising 
from their labour are not ade»iu.ate to the expense 
of feeding and clothing them in a reputable man- 
ner, or how could they suffer them, both male and 
female, to go without clothing at the age of ten or 
twelve years ? To prevent their own children being 
nursed and educated in habits of tyranny, miight 
prove an inducement to others. And some who 
may not at first see their way clear to follow the 
example, miight do so at a future period. Thus 
an object of the greatest magnitude that perhaps 
has ever agitated the councils of any government, 
would be gradually accomplished within our own ter- 
ritory, and I believe that equity and impartial liberty 
being adhered to, and «i friendly intercourse with 
them maintained, Divliie Providence would with a 
propitious eye regard those raeacures, cause mu- 
tual advantages to spring therefi-om, and make each 
class a blessing to the other. This dreadful evil 
would then be exterminated, the land and the in- 
habitants thereof be delivered from the bondage 
under which it groans, and the iiation enjoy that 
\^' Mh. which is prepared for all those who do 
(iVs love mercy, and walk humbly with their 
God. 



APPENDIX. 



A-. 

THE Constitution of the United States is the funda- 
mental law, the principles of which, ought to pervade the 
whc le system of legal operation. 

I'he leading features of this Constitution are well exr 
pressed iu the Declaration of Congress, July 4th, 17T4,' 
*' We hold these truths self-evideat, that all men are cre- 
ated equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that among tfiqse are, life^ 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." In the Constitu« 
tions of most of the states are similar paragraphs. 

New Harapshirei..." All men are bom equally free and 
independant, and have certain natural, essential and in- 
herent rights, among which are the enjoying and defend- 
ing life and liberty and of seeking and obtaining happiness. 

Vermont...." Whereas, all government ought to be in- 
stituted and supported for the security and protection of 
the community as such, and to enable the individuals 
who compose it, to enjoy their natural rights and the 
6ther blessings, which the Author of oar existence has 
^estowed upon man. All men are bom equally free and 
independent and have certain natural inherent and un- 
alienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and de- 
fending life and liberty ; acquiring, possessing, and pro- 
tecting properly, and pursuing and obtsuning happiness 
and safety j therefore, no male person bom in this coun- 
try or brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law 
to serve any person as a servant, slave, or apprentice, af- 
ter he arrives to the age of twenty-one years ; nor female 
in like manner, after she arrives to the age of eighteen 
years, unless they are bound by their own consent, after 
theiy arrive to such an age, &c." 



46 



Mftssachusettfi....^' AU men are bom free and equal, 
and have certain natural, essentia!, and unalienable rights, 
among which may be reckoned, the right of enjoying and 
defending their lives and liberues, that of acquiring and 
possessing and protecting property ; in fine, that of seek- 
ing and obtaining their safety and happiness/' 

Pennsylvania, Article the 9th...»** That the general, 
great and essential principles of liberty in a free govern- 
ment, may be recognized and unalterably established, 
We declare, that all men are bom equally free and in- 
dependent, and have certain inhei'^nt and indefeasible 
rights, among which are those of enjoying and defendingf 
life and liberty, and of pursuing their own happiness. 

Delaware and Maryland.../^ All government of right 
originates from the people : it is founded in compact only, 
and instituted solely for the good of the whole." 

North Carolina...." All political power is vested in^ 
and derived from the people only.** 
' South Carolina, Article the 9th...."^ All power is origi- 
nally vested in the people, and «ill free ^veraments are 
founded on their authority, and are instituted for their 
peace) safety, and hajppiness." 

Georgia...." All persons shall be entitled to the benefit 
of the writ of Habeas Corpus.'* (Note) " Every person 
held in slovety upon a writ of Habeas'Corpus, ought to be 
discharged according to the Constitution of the United 
Statesc" 

Ter:ttes8ee....The same as South Carolina, and further 
adds, " that the doctrine of non-resis*?""'; agdnst an ar- 
bitrary power and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and de- 
stmctive to the good and happiness of mankind." The 
instractions of a committee to the Convention of Virginia, 
in framing their Constitution, in the 7th paragraph say» 
** that no part of man's property can be taken from him oir 
applied to public use without his consent, or that of his 
legal representatives j nor are the people bound by any 
laws but such as they have in like manner assented to for 
iheir common good." The negroes are people, apd their 
Hght is in themselves. 

Seventeenth paragraph...." No free government, or the 
fckssing of liberty, can be preserved to any people but by 
a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frii- 
gafity, and virtue, and by a frequent recurrence to funda- 
raentiA {xnoaples." 
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Address of Congress to the Inhabitants of the Colonies, 

" In every case of opposition by a people to their rulers, 
or of one state to another, duty to Almighty God, the 
Creator of all, requires, that a true and impartial judg- 
ment be formed of the measures leading to '^nch opposi- 
tion ; and of the causes by which it has been provoked, 
or can in any degree be justified, that neither affectron on 
the one hand, nor resentment nn the other, being per<' 
mitted to give a wrong bias to reason, it may be enabled 
to take a dispassionate view of all circumstances, "^nd to 
settle tht: public conduct on the solid foundations c..' w°s- 
dom and justice. From counsels thus tempered ariV^ the 
purest hopes of the divine favour, the firmest encourage- 
ment to the parties engaged, and the strongest recom- 
mendations of their cause to the rest of mankmd. Sec." 

Address to the Inhabitants of Canaday May 29, 1773. 

" When hardy attempts are made to deprive men of 
rights bestowed by the Almighty, when avenues are cut . 
through the most solemn compacts for the admission of 
« despotism." 

Address to the People of England^ July ff, 177 S, 

Britains can never become the instruments of oppresr- 
sion till they lose the spirit of freedom." 

Address to Ireland, July 28, 1775. 

" Compelled to behold thousands of our countrjrmen 
imprisoned, and men, women, and children involved in 
promiscuous and unremitted misery, when we find all fiuth 
at an 6nd, and sacred treaties turned into tricks of state ; . 
when we perceive our friends and kinsm<;n massacred, 
our habitations plundered, our houses in flames." 

Declaration July 6, 1775, of the Causes and Necessity of 

taking up Arms. 

^* If it were possible for men who exercise their reason 
to believe, that the Divine Author of our existence in- 
tended a part of the human race to hold an absolute pro- 
perty in, and unbounded power over others, marked out 
by infinite goodness and wisdom as the objects of a legal 
domination, never rightfully resistable, however severe 
and oppressive ; the inhabitants of these colonies might at 
least ree[uire from the Parliament of Great Britain, some 
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evidence that this dreadful authority over theni has been 
granted to that body.* 

" But a reverence for our great Creator, principles of 
humanity and the dictates of common sen&e mu$t con-' 
vinc^ all those who reflect upon, the subject, that govern- 
ment was instituted to promote the welfare of mankind), 
«nd ought to be administered for the attainment of that 

. Gracious goodness, how solemn ! And is it possible the 
rulers of the people shovdd be so forgetful of what is con- 
tained in this Declaration ? How applicable to the situa- 
tion.of , the African race, that are in a much more deplo' 
rable situation I O ye men in power, look back to the 
language of your predecessors in the days of distress ! If 
It was not thought posdble for men who exercised their 
teason to believe that the Bivine Author of man's exist- 
ence intended part of the human race to hold an absolute 
property in, and unbounded power over others, how can 
you rec6ncUe it in the present day ? Was the treatment 
of the Britons so severe and oppressive towards the in- 
habitants these colonies? Reverence for our great 
Creator, principles of humanity, and the dictates of com- 
mon sense, must convince all those who x;eflect upon the 
subject, that government was instituted to promote the 
weUare of maokin J, and ought to be administered for the 
attainment of that end. Then let it be administered on 
behalf of those captives who are groaning in sore bondage. 
Most assuredly those degraded sons of Africa are man- 
lund, and have as just a right to look up to you for redress 
of grievances as you had to look up to the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

And in the Declaration of Independence is inserted respect- 
ing the King as follows : 

" He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. He is 
at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercena' 
ries to complete the works of death, desolation, and ty- 
ranny, already begun, with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, 
and totally unworthy of the head of a civilized nation.* 
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us.'' 



* So may the Africans s»y. 



40 



B. 

" To the Fresidenty.Senatey.anJ Home of Representatives. 

The Petitiqn of tlie People of Colour, free men, 
within the jCity and Suburbs of Philadelphia, humbly 
Siheweth,} 

"That, thmikful to God, our Creator, and to the Govern- 
ment under which we live, for the blessings and benefits 
granted to us in the enjoyment of our natural right to liberty, 
and the protection of our persons and property, from the 
oppression and violence which so great a number of like 
colour and national descent are subject to, we feel ourselves 
bound, from a sense of these blessings, to continue in our 
respective allotments, and to lead honest and peaceable 
lives, rendering due submission unto the laws, ana exciting 
and encouraging each other thereto, agreeable to the uni- 
form advice of our friends, of every denomination ; yet 
while we feel impressed with grateful sensations for the 
Providential favour we ourselves enjoy, we cannot be in- 
sensible of the condition of our afflicted bretlircn, suffer- 
ing under various circumstances, in different parts of these 
states ; but deeply sympathizing with them, are incited 
by.a sense of social duty, and humbly conceive ourselves 
authorized to address and petition you on their behaif, be- 
lieving them to be objects of your representation in your 
public councils, in common with ourselves and every 
other class of ci tizens within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, according to the design of the present Constitu- 
tion, formed by the General Convention, and ratified in 
the different states, as set forth in the preamble thereto 
in the following words, viz. * We, the people of the 
United States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defence, and to secure the blessings of liberty 
lo ourselves and posterity, do ordain, &c.* We appre- 
hend this solemn compact is violated, by a trade carried on 
in a clandestine manner, to the coast of Guinea, and ano- 
tHer equally wicked, practised ojienly by citizens of some 
of the southern states, upon the waters of Maryland and 
Delaware ; men sufficiently callous to qualify them for the 
brutal purpose, are employed in kidoapping those of our 
brethren that are free, and purchasing others of -such as 
claim a property in them r thus, those poor helpless vic- 

H 
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timsylike droves of cattle, are seized, fettered, and hurried 
into places provided for tiiis most horrid traffic, such as 
dark cellars and garrets, as is notorious at Northwest-fork, 
Cheatertown, £astown, and divers oUier places. Af- 
ter a sufficient number is obtained, they are forced on 
hoard vessels, crouded under hatches, without the least 
commiseration, left to deplore the sad separation of the 
dearest ties in nature, husband from wife, and parents 
from children ; thus packed together, they are transported 
to Georgia and other places, and there inhuiAanly exposed 
to sale. Can any commerce, trade, or transaction, so de« 
testably shock the feeling of man, or degrade the dignity 
of his nature equal to this i And how increasingly is the 
evil aggravated, when practised in a land high in profes. 
sion of the benign doctrines of our Blessed Lord, who 
taught bis followers to do unto others as they would they 
should do unto them. Your petitioners desire not to en- 
large, though volumes might be filled witT" ^^e sufferings 
of this grossly abused part of the human :ies, seven 
hundred thousand of Vhom, it is said, are 7 in uncon- 
ditional bondage in these states : but conscious of the rec- 
titude of our motives in a concern so nearly affecting us, 
and so effectually interesting to the welfare of this coun- 
try, we cannot but gddress you as guardians of our rights, 
and patrons of equsd and national liberties, hoping you 
will view tlie subject in an impartial, unprejudiced light. 
We do not ask for an immediate emancipation of all, 
knowing that the degraded state of many, and their wane 
of education, would greatly disqualify for such a change ; 
yet, humbly desire you may exert every means in your 
power to undo the heavy burdens, and prepare the way 
for the oppressed to go frci, that every yoke may be 
broken. The law not long since enacted by Congress,- 
called the Fugitive Bill, is in its execution found tp be 
attended with circumstances peculiarly hard and distress- 
ing ; for many of our afflicted brethren, in order to avoid 
the barbarities wantonly exercised upon them, or through 
fear of being carried off by those men-stealers, being 
forced to seek refuge by flight, they are then, by armed 
men, under colour of this law, cruelly treated, or brought 
back in chains to those that have no claim upon them* In 
the Constitution and the Fugitive Bill, no mention is made 
of blackneople, or slaves ; therefore, if the Bill of Rights, 
or the Declaration of Congress are of any validity, we 
beseech, that as we are men, we may be admitted to par- 
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take of the liberties and unalienable rights therein held 
forth ; firmly believing that the extending of justice and 
equity to all classes, would be a means of drawing down 
the blessing of Heaveii upon this land, for the peace and 
prosperity of which, and the real happiness of every mem- 
ber of the community, we fervently pray. Philadelph 
30th of December, 1799." Absalom Jones and others, 
73 subscribers. 

The foliowing letter from y antes Forten^ as it is known to 
be genuine, and taken from the author^s own hand- 
writing, may properly follow, and serve to shew he is 
not only a man of talents, but sf feeling and gratitude* 

" SIR, 

** WHEN the hand of sorrow pvesses heavy upon 
us, and the genersdity of mankind turn unpitying from 
our complaints, if one appears, and feels for, and com- 
miserated our situation, endeavours all in his power to 
allevisite our condition, our bosoms swell with gratitude, 
and bur tongues instinctively pronounce our thanks for 
tfi6 obligation. We, therefore, sir, Africans and de- 
scendants of that unhappy race, respectfully beg leave to 
thank you for the philanthropic zeal with which you de- 
fended our cause when it was brought before the General 
Government, by which only we can expect to be deliver- 
ed from our deploiable state. We interested ourselves 
ia the busir. ; s> because we knew not but ere long we 
might be ; mc^d to slavery: it might have been said 
that we v: -J 'ae subject through a perverted medium, 
if you, sir, had not adopted and nobly supported those 
sentiments which gave rise to our Petition. Though our 
faces are black, yet we are men; and though many among 
us cannot write, yet we all have the feelings and passions 
of men, and are as anxious to enjoy the birth>right of the 
buman race as those who from our ignorance draw an ar- 
gument against our Petition ; when that Petition has in 
view the diffusion ««f knowledge among the African race, 
by unfettering their thoughts, and giving full scope to the 
energy of their minds. While some, sir, consider iis as 
much property, as an house, or a ship, and would seem to 
insiiHi^^e, ch^. it ie as. lawful to hew do\^n the one as to 
dismantle the other, you, sIr;.mdrfe'hfeTnane^ ^{}tisider us 
part of the human race. Av^lvfelra ivt .to ^0 '•generally 



ifiuo t'ke s.uhject, would say, that by principles of RiMtT.ral 
la^T our thraldom is unjust* Judge wha£ ra«s£ be our 
feelmgs, to find ourselves ti'eate'd as a species of proiJerdy,. 
asd levelled with the brute creation ; sad thin!: hov,'" 
ansdotts we raust be to raise ourselves front' this degraded 
stetOo Unprejudiced persons 'Kflio read tlie docusH,e£tts in 
our posssssioB, will acknowledge we are miserable, j and 
humane people will wish our situation alleviated- Just 
people will attempt the tasks '-^^^ powerful people ought 
to carry it iiito execution. Seven huEdred thousand of 
the human race were concerned in our. Petition j their 
thssikss their gratitude to you, they nov/ eKpress..«their 
. prayers for you will mouiBt £o heaven ; foi* God Imov/s 
they are v/rctched, sad will hear their coiHiplainis. A 
deep gloom envelopes us ; but we derive some comfort 
from the thought that we are not quite destitute of friezids^ 
that there is oue who will use all his endeavours to free 
the slave from captivity;, at ?.east render his state more 
sufierable, asd preserve the free black ia the full enjoy» 
ment of his rights. Th5s address cannot increase the 
satisfaction you must derive from your laudable exertions 
m. the cause of suffering humanityj but it serves to shew 
the gratitude and respect of those whose cause yod 
espousedo 

« JAMES FORTEH» 

To the lionoiirable George Thatcher, 1 
Member of Congress^" . J 



Ccfiljicate of Emancipation* * 

I, CALEB TRUEBLOOD, of the county of Pas- 
quotank, in the proviisce of North Carolina, from maturcj 
deliberate consideration, and the conviction of my own 
missd, being fully persuaded that freedom is the natural 
right of all mankind, and that no law moral oi djvme, 
has given me a right to, or property inj the persons of my 
feilow«creatUres ; and being desipous to fulfil the injunc- 

t«CM cf our £<Ord aUd SaViOUi JcSliS ChFiSlj uy doiajj iw 

Others as S would be done by.j do therefore declare^ that 
having lia^c mjr fails' UaegroVmau named Moses, aged 
about tw<2Qii'-(&re'i^ y4Sk*a; l,-Qoj for myself, my hesrs, 
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the said BfoseSj.ail say i'iglitv. .iaeerestj SKd claim j or pre- 
tentsiora of clsiria tviiatGoevei'j, ao %q his persoaj or to any 
estate he may liereafter rxqiiii'Sj ti'ltbout any iaJ^iTuptiok- 
from racj or ctj persoa clsimkiig. for, by, fromj or imdef 
me. Ea 'iTitoess nvhereof I have hereuato est my liawcl 
and seal, this fouith day of the elev.eatli moKthj iia the 
ye^A' pi our Lord one ' thousand, sevea hundred- aisd 
3eveaty«sis. . ' 

CALEB TRUEBLOOD. (Seal) 

Sealed and delivered 1 JOSEPH HEHLEY, 
isi &e presence of J Z ACK AESAH HIXON. 

Tf ^opTi-j by 

ZACMARIAH HSOTMe 



Advertisement. 

TEN SILVER DOLLARS EEWARD 

WI LI* be paid fei* apprehending and delivering to me.., 
my negro mans named MoseSj wlio, after hemg detected 
of some villainy, ran away this morning about four o'clock ; 
or, 1 wiii give five times the sum to any person ths^; v/m. 
make due proof K^f his fseing killed, a&d never ask a ques- 
\ tion to know by "^vhom it was done. 

He is a likelvj blacks sensible fellovsfj about five feet, 

°^ * - -.^ r, - r,' . .. ■> r *- . — - . ^, : » ». i"^*. 

well snade) of a smiling countenance j and by trade a 
shoemaker. • He formerly belonged to Caleb Trueblood, 
of Pasquotaak county ; hia relatioas is in the neighbour- 
hood of Newbegun-creek, and his father belongs to Col. 
Everigin, where it is likely he will go. 

k W. SKSNNEE-. 

Per^s. County, Oct, 29, 1785-. 



iPd tka Sam'-:- -and Iiouse qf Md-ps-esmtathes of the tJmied 
S^'dhcs iu Congress- asseirMedv 

The SierAonal aM' Address of the People called Quakers, 
" from their l^arly Meetkg heid in Fhi!adelpfel» by Ad" 
joummeatSj from the 2S-^\\ of the 9tlE xnoatb, to nl^x 29tli 
of the saSiC) ijtckshj-e^ 1797 i rGF.p(jc5:fu!ly shewethy 

THAT ':',^iaf? coaveaed at tliis our anaual S'^jLe-^inityj 
for the pf ssiotiGEj c? the fiaiise of tratli ?^.nd £-j,ght.eousn'C»iSSj 
v/e have be*ii'i f^i^'du'rec! e^tfieflesiee retsgidua ^^^'elght to 
■attead our minds, and an iA>iKioiis desire to follow after 
those tbittgs tliat raake for pesce» Among otll^S' iiavcstiga- 
lioas, the ofipreasisd ctate of out Wethrei^ of the Africasii 
race, has beea brought iato vie?/, and particularly the cir» 
cumstar.ce of oae hundred and forty»four in Monh Ca- 
roliEaj and many others xjliose cases have sot so fully 
come to Our knowledgCj who were set free by members 
of our religious sofiiety^ andagamrediteediBto cmel bon- 
dage; uader the authority of esistiEsg- or retrospective 
la'jy!^. Husbusids snd wivesj 2&d childres, sepatated osie 
from aiiothef , which we apprebend in tin ziboia'sa^b'ie 
trrigsdy, ead vnih othej." acts of a £;!!ysib.r i?>?yeo^e prrictisstl 
m ether states-, has a tendency to bting dot-i'ijithe judg- 
Bient£> of a righteous God upoft our Isad. Tliis city ai^ 
neighbourhood, and soisie other pai^tSj • have bt^aa vssitefd 
vMln fin awft'^ crslarRiiity. wMcIt yueht id esicite Oi^ iricimry 
into the cause, aad endeavour to do afi^ay tlioae thihgs 
which occ&sioa the heavy cload tha£ hatigs iJVer uSj tite 
isthabitants. It is easy with the Alsttighty to btisig dowii 
the lofciaessof me;& by dxrersified judgtsaems, and to rtakfe 
them hear the rod, and hiti^ that hath appoixited it. We 
wish to revive in your vieiw the flokmn engsgemcftts of 
Congress, made in the year 1774, as follows: 

** And therefore we do for ourselves, and the isshabitf 
ants of the several colonies whom we repreaent, firmly 
agree and associate, under the sacred ties of virtue, !io- 
TifjUT; and love of our country, as follows s 

" Second Areicle.c.We will neither import nor pur- 
chase any slaves imported after the first day of December 
nest 5 riter which titoe we will wholly discontinue the 
Slave-trade ; and will neither be concerned m it ourselves, 



iv?j: will vr^ p.V 5 f>vx y^r -clsy sior cclljow commcdftics 

oil lso?Bs«yoc|ft^, D.n4 cll-!fisd'<5f -geaifcgj'^o^- 
f»gt^Smj?5-f;7tl5i|jirio3?s of s'lewSj plays, otliet- espsasb/e 
^r/CTsjoas aad- estestnH^l^'septP' " This waa: a ■solemn 
leagae and cot/enant niade v/it'h the Ateiglity ia asi hem' 
of eligtr^r^Sj ape! lie b S3PV/ cailra^' ijpoa you to peiforai 
ap4 fulfil Bk& Imrr has thia solesnn. co^'eKrj^s!; hzevi 
cor-stravcRed by ^lio .wrcfngs anti cruckies practfeeii upca 
.the pcor Africa^ irace.Le.»the"in.cF<2a§s q'/5 clis'sipEtE^a ' asiS 
l,!«5^«'y, the coKHJte'asiicin^ £2.c?; eKC€»iirp.geiin;iiE3:£ "gi^esi, 'te 
pl&y4^PP?es.and<Jtlier,v£jia a^usemciits? oudhoTy, grossly 
is Almighty aSrOBt^jep f/jj tlie. 4t^f of: ths 'celebratioa 
of m^Qfqndamp I What daiiog r^n^i ds'irtjIceKSisris^iCSiaib" 

bsblsaalSj aijd -tlie disgrace of ©ar .siatloBBl'-charactsro 
Motional ew-i!*:- |?r9'4?2?c 5i^50joii!,^.l wdgisietife', -We.^ere.. 
fore pray,- the Gm-era-or ,theTj?)ker^e-i-2say-i£sIiglitea 
youf understaadipgSj aa4 iBfiuf.p.cfii' yeiisr raiiidSj, 'so, as 
to epgage youte eveQ" essesitr^J^. hi .yoisriiiower, to 
h^VQ t!\cGC iMags sredr'?sGei^» .With ■eipceE'c deeirea fosr 
your iiappiiisss ficre aod liicreafer, cssd ■sl3a£;whea y<su 
ecme to close lliis lifej you m&y l»d»vidwgl!y fee aUe-tfj 

Lord J I beseech thee, how I fesiVe. walked' bsfore thee, m 
tTQ.t% attd witJi a ;;*erfect h©^, Jiijd have doac that which 
15 good m thy sights" re33if».ia yo«r frieads aad feilow- 

Sigmed in wd pn behalf of said meeting, by 

JONATHAN EYAHS, 
Clerk to the Meeting this Year. 

From the Committee of the Teady Meeting ip the Com- 
tnhtee of Congress, to whom was referred the Memorial 
of the people called ^takers, 

IN the latter part of the yeai" 1776, several of the 
people called Quakers residing in the counties of Perqui- 
mons and FaGquotaak, m- the state of Norjh Carohna, 



liberatocl their rtogroeoj as It wac ttteti dcai' there 'i^ncj e^o 
esictmg to prevent tkci" co doisigi-foi' tIsG £a^7 of '1741 
eoiild sot; at tims time fes cmned Into cdacz^ 2nd tlmy v>'Qfo 
ajJifcrcd to rewiojEifi'ecj mtjlpJar/pacGc'd la the sprmgo^ 
i77fi iKideiv which thoy were tskess '^ip gtid solely eont^'asy 
to '^li'j/BiH of' BigbtGj recognised- m t\m Cmotkntmi of 
tliat ■GtstCf -ds a pars "thereof i, and so vMch h vvno^att- 
siej^ed, . , . 

■ in tise spring : IT/f, v/hen tlse Genai'&l /issembly met 
for fee i^iret time,' a law ersacCed £0 prevc-iit slaves frora 
I'jeingreEapjicipat&dj'GJSceptforlBeritonoiis sei'vices, &c. to 
'bsju'dgsd bf oyilie County Courts, or the General AsseEB" 
ar^^ te"dea'freg»'^^^at ^»r»y should be rsjaHurs^siJSed'iisi! asiy 
dslies'-^yay,''they be safeen wp, and the coijsity coUits ■wkhin 
-whoso Juricdlcuorts tlie5>:as'e apprehendecl, shoiiid order 
tlieiii to be DoSd.' ' Uiuicir this -law, elie county coum df Fer- 

aumber of persons to be sold, v/hb were free at the time 
•the law was m&de* In the year IffS,' eeveyal sf those 
^aseami-a bj^cerJiorari brought' before the saperioi* court 
for thewdistrici' of' E'dentoil^ where the decisions 'of the 
coanty.-co^arsswere r^^btseil, the tJup'erior coiist declaring, 
tsiat said eoanty courts, in sticli their proceediags, have 
esceeded tllesV jurisdiction, vibliated the rights of the sub- 
ject, and acted'ia direct- oppcfsitioa to the Bill of Mights 
iif this state, eoassdercd ji^stly as parf of the CoristltUitioiEi 
thereof, by giving to a law noi intended to affect this case, s 
Introspective operation, thei'<Jby'to deprive free mea of this 
state of their liberty, contrary to the laws of the land. In 

again set at liberty ; but the next General Assensbly, early 
ia t7f9y passed a law wherein they mention that doubts 
have arisen, whether the purchasers of sucii slaves have a 
good and legal title thereto, and confirm the same, under 
which they were a^in taken ijp by the purchaser, and re- 
duced to slavery.* Being much a^ected with this enor- 
mityg we believed it right to spread it before you : we wish 
aot to give unnecessary trouble, but being persuaded that 
righteousness exalts a nation, and promotes the peace 
and happiness of the people, it is the fervent concern of 

*pt>«i»« m^'^Ar. ♦tin* »¥»<»ir wtrwa »t»nif? vnrtvp' rifpusitl. AnA 

having discharged our duty ill this matter, at this time, 
'* A flagfant violation of bolhlaw and cm^^^ ' 



'i^Xi{imbit^:Gf tn& i^tats of'' J^!orth'€afetina^ ■panned &i MeziS' 
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.■:pl3eg: ^W^^x^.^,^0^:^^ti^^-^^ Jsllhr«>,Ballardg- active 




, iiave.rHO 'efect; tife'preseat pccasioiij'' aotwish- 

■ ;sta:Rdfrig:the,co^n .gaye, Judgmeat=i, :;' CliriStopker: White, 
: ■■|^5Sia':rEe£^-y,':'a'ad '|e'£Ero'-B-allki-id-s '^^mii^^^^ ^afe-,. ■•and 
;|esse;^a3oa; iand' George . Whidbee- Bg^isst'itiv;': ' . - . " ; . . 

'iii-^-^xJ^^^':^ . ^n^ifl0^'^^'O'%0fMm^^-- begm- sad -lield'st-tli e 

;^;/F3s^t'Day"of rM Year of :<oor.I,ord0!ie Thstii. 

_ ^5r^4^"-■S'^t^^^-■^^^*'^^^^ . before ;.t!ie 

' ,Ho&pural*t5;; Sii^^el;A9^^ Speac'e, ^aad "James 



?C;?l^^^5^^ ,i^pope*'i i^squsj'e;: attorney at 




t^^^^Wrm^':'^mm^ going' through 
\tli^-tegiaayitf the abdve 



at 



Of mc- L;pumy mi 




Jacob, 
Jem, 

Sarryj' _ ■ 

Jupite? 
, Dublin, 
Cuficei ■ ' 

Jack, ■ 



.1 

^ - i'Jokr 'Aiicierson. 

^ , , '•'>l^Uc'EUio{*.;,,:Vv-'?4-^.- 

Pleasaat ^ 3 > . J^trief* EiHoti' ' sM.'^ :': 
•'ChUdren,|J,:' Wife.! 
Toot,' WUiiafji Grl^ni 

Rose, JoSepli Jtoes.'- 



David, . , Cnarles Morgan. : 



an Moms.. 



Penny,"-- Ij'JOD, ..-j •"- 



i Jem, v'-'V 
'Ptelse, . J' ■. . - 

Sift ■„,,,-•■ '■■.',^^y ■■ -'i • 4;. 

Ann,'"; - MVMfipy Niiois.', ';:,--:' 

SiIi'aMv" . 

Job, { ■ ^Charle3:0ys?aHa«-. - 



' ■■''.''j>v 



Sara, '"''"^ 



■.■wlf'«:Bnd,t]hr'c!e children.:-, : ■, Orried,to.ta8;t«wkx$pBf|r,"{ !v,_-^^Ii|o^scr;wj8s 



1 Tbb^fea3.Newb7,.•,of-. 
Patience,' 
Priscilk. 




60' • 



Jpf'sf 'Tt'iiebfo'o:!. 



.TV 



PiiSCiilSj,' 



iCaleb Vf hUe. 



is 

l| I?eter„ ■ 
Patlenc 

I'Tcd, „ V ■ 

;RelieksIiij' • Benjamin ITinslot.'. 



Jane, , 
•Rose, 

Die!:, •, 



Jacob Wilsen. • 

Caleb- WttisloTsr, ,-■ 
'Kriacy, . v\J^cob Wsnsbw-., . . 
B.osiS;' , r |oglw.p,, White. ; 
DirjoJi, . . . Geoirge ViTjilton; - 



Thiia it appearsj one hundred and. thir^rfour ape gone iato captivity- 



To the Senate and Mouse of Ilepresenfaiiyeit of the United 
States^ in Congress assembled^ the PeUtion and Mepre-' 
sentation of tk'^ undsma^d Free- Men^ respectfully 
sk'e&eth. ' - "' ' ' "'• ' ■' ' 

THAIT b^lng 0|f Afrkan descent, late inliabitasits 
and isatives ofHortii Carolina, to you only, under God, 
can T/e apply,, wstii any liope of efFect, fqr redrfis&of our 

grievances,; b.avmg been . compelled-. to -■leai^'e. the' state 

rated usder thse hand msd ijseai of l^umaise aiad: CQnscleii- 
tiQus masters j ttte y^lidf^ of wlsich-actibf Jus^^^^ 
storirag us to oiir natural right of freedoxia, ws^^«^^^ 
by judgment df the. superior court of NortK Caroliri^i, 
wlie^eiin it was brought to tri^^ yet'aotlong after this d?:s 
cta'ton, a law ,pf -that etat& w^!'(enacted,,uader whi'cli aieix' 
of cruel dispositionsjmd void just prinwple^, reccwed 
countenance and authority, iii iriolently seiaingi iiuprison- 
iBg,. s.¥i';i,se^!hg4at«> slavery, such;as,.had beea so.€;hanci" 
pat^d f ^^hsreby we were reduced to the necessity bf sepa- 
^g^tlog.*r?i.®vS^^^1|e.^^^^ iieareni;- aud, -pop. tender counec-. 
' £i^|(»3^;.ai^d ■•pr.Meldn^ tefuge-^^^^ 

. ■ wBt^re'feipj^e^.re'ga^ paid, tb'tlip' ^f^ul^U{f^decl^ira$lbl^ iis; f^-. 
voui* pf llbertyj ?ind th6',commoa rights of men-j several 



' of 'die saiS lavi.ijsora ■lisiss.icd' (k^i^:2A'td;n:i^;^' likp'fes^S's oi; 
; ami5> -fens was £ai/out€d/£6;;eBcaps,;b7':".rsf||b^ 




.wliereFS- liii%re;-i)sea» .employeilj' at-tisi&c3; hy.^w&tm'^i^G^MHg- 
father . nFscI ,mq0s?, '^-sySlb; ••'^^re ; ?4sais.rts%c4'.'«j:. .• Thasan", 
• foee.si'takea-iap,' with-arfe'e!{jve4 md sold ,mt«i^c?iiel 

by 'toj masiet^ ■•foseph Michplsoaj; -feus' soBtsssamg to'liv-e . 

'io leat'e'm^,;at;pdey : sleep, is^'-ths- -tircosiiS, aRd^stss^s |sth^; 

'iSsMs, '.^c.vHo '^Scspe . the^liafflds- 0f-.';v|ole,ni: mesij' -^lib, ^- in- 
•■ duced/by ■the' -prbfit ofered 'tfsem-. by ' law»'- ,fol!ow«d;t1i!s 

course .as' a ^U8mes3..-..ar lefi^b, by nigbS,.;I-.inJi£le' mf 
jesca^j-leavitt^ iamotherjotoefc^iSd5'^a«ad^^^^ to 

v;,f,^'j|eb .'-Albert, jiBasiiimltte^ 

■w-jio>-%"as i?i5''carftlUi gtiaV^iaH'i. to protact''m,e/,5xtj'^ .'ij'saiag 
'accoisimoilate; m^dL ■i^^:^^fWSf''-^l^'^ W^^m^^}^ 

with'^^maatilF^'do'gs 
'nighi'sppFeheiiSive 'of imm dangei^' |lef^;ifiiiy-4tirel!- 

^50ii£i^:d[i^feri«;k:|Voiia;it^ while' lay^^iSj'w&Sf-iby: h kind 




biit a sm^li booty ^ a handkef chief <>f abdut a foliar ivitlue 



■and- -^irhomas^Creesayi - who: -w^^ 
_ .■ cltiba. ; : : Afse'y binding "me " with, my -^sads' behim tse^-;^^^^ 



. 1- 1 - i-k 



rv ;r~i^vv'r.t({;'^f fi"c " ' { ?c?ra-tlicnce5 ' by- tb'^ 

■ ■ cnt^im^:fyM 'fhv 'fkrf^(fi d'rM^v' ■ " ^ vrth my .wiafe, 

' "•e(?3siii^!-«'s"<l '«s*m5Gjt0S.i;c' ■ 'fa?;- ••^''^r.cSj'.ea^^ 

' >sig«iil iS;ssmrig,.fe??i-t-. ;"V:.cl ri?H!ikc ^-°-^crl to 

• -is^pwe • up'rcltwdihij'.. It;,cagce p'hfi' my : . ' '"!>hia> 
.Tt^hers^l iiayfe ^-li&ouf^ !l?aHhood ■■■/"7^ ^-a^ of. 
-^twro;5^'«SfTS5\':'ira.:s^ ftloBg sliorfs in -"x-xig sad 

;-hr;5l?c-tl?,.ts.l"6r> 'i5^ ssci ?^!oW !T;*0-??^.?Wf ? BWBelf deprived ■ 
" Qf-jhe .^eT:aHat£0{i-;cf seeing ihcia,;;!8?itfoput beiiig disposed 

visions! for^royuse^ where 1, buikm^self a;hoiiSQj.'.c!e;ared 
- ^/■srig5c.jeM ®^ot,cjf..wood4aiid' Co produce ■:teii ;bsirre|?! 6£ 

• €om^aa4:t!ie":sec(>ad,:v;eas^^about ii^s-csi j.'ll^e third;, liadas: 

ban-els. Tisis. I was .obliged to have, ab.o.ut, osiiQ. yjaoath 
-before ■i-^ ^/a0 iit.to gatbci-y .fj.eir.g .tb.reateaec! .by, ^oWml. 
l"^ock%^:cly: who' msr-'-cd jay said zimf^B^vndoW, .t^aj: sf 
I;t^ouldnQtcoKnie v serve :Mm}^ lie ■■-vs^Qsld ap.prehei^d 

■ Wi^st^fnrliep. 2 Enach .-Half ..aiso . 
tSreatened to- send me to jails' nnd.ssH meW tUe.good;of; 
the poultry, ' BeisgtKusinjeppardy, I left say Httl'e farm, 

self for Bostcm, I was tferough distress ot weamer lauaeci 
\m;>^e.w-Yotikt' where X #er;red, as a waiter sev^envmonths 
but jby ssmd bem sstuatipa 
of niy^ife and children, I retiirasd to Norfollcs m.'Yiir 
gmia, mt^ ti ho,pe.pf:^t-Jeast seeing .tbestt.'i? 'I^co.uld^siot 
obtain their freedom ; but fiiadiDg I wa^ advettised sia 
the fiewspapers^ twenty dollars the reward for appre- 
hending ime, my datigerous sltaatioii obliged me to leave 
Yir^nia. Bisappbinted ^>x seeing my wife and chil- 
dren, I .c^metto.-Fhiiadelphia, where Lresidea m the 

■ fim«!ov»nen£ of a ; waiter.-: Upwards of -twp years.. . . -In.ad- 
'■ ditioo'to/^eji'jardship <«f our" own case, ^ abov.e:seS^fo«!!, 

w$ beliet?#:;6urgelve9 , warranted ott the feres.eat^QCcasjou, 
.3ao|fe?i% tb yoyr comiderati rtbgular case of a 



■iiik IsBiiii'aa pelri^&j .waeiiel j .|£ja'aceomat''6£' c«|«te-uii'8;€oi«i. 

es€!iJded''fcam-cOiiasnori J«Gt^^ and pQtmjS;S 'hmd:^^ 
If/ tiiiioperatioKG'df ^uck partial laws' iii 'suppait'pf iiiv"bli3' ' 
aod custom's" 'crtielly oppr^sslve'e ■ 'iTbiis iti'^&'h'iis' ilila laaiiy 

laW. of tifet; stafey- ' E6M'"a|^m ^ 

sei-yed ■ lii35,j3OTclui^^ apwax'ds^' o£' si;^' years,- jfiade', Ihs 
escape f'to' ■ Pliiiaflapiiiaj Yv'ljcre'; Ke-' lias' te^^cled- -.ele.vers 
yearsy/ha'CTg'.s wife four. cB,i!drea';-'aad-fc!;^^^?i^^^^ ' 

a r'ewird'«rf.;'fm -silver 

bV|£ig:,'him- back,'' or Eye- ajtess 'tBiat^^m ^' aiir;p"e|%;^^^ 
^wduM' p'r<64uce d« 

pbrsbaai'-suffed Wtfi'i- i^M^ liut 'a cl^s'^b'f tQl3it""pob'r 

protect|ba;;'#^^^^ gri ft'.bbject'bC ■ ; ¥/e 

■tibn''bf/ybbj''li^^ 

0b!a^titattonssi;-0b^^^ yefc 'we ■ aireVwiliitig-;' to ■ 

gbwei^,';inay;n^^ 

" bur, relief as' a p«o^le'^r^j|d',^^ remQvai''bf .bb;itrac», 

_.tions\to.|»ublk;pr^ "-'If, 'notwlt!island-< 

ing aU that Has bi^en- im as essential princi- 

plfes.rfeiK^lecjingth right to freedbt^, not- 

■ '■ withst'aticfi^g we kzve. hkd m&t tight' restored' to ' iis(i;b. f4r 
'a3 %,V;'a$ m -die po'ti^er of 'thbsi; ,'by.; whom we were iield'as, 
.■ isvesj'we canuot'eiaiia tKe' m: 
your cbundlsiyetijwe triiat, we isjaiy address yots fisllpw- 

' ver^e> ' atev entirast!bd,.Wl^ the dista-ibution- of justlee'^ -fer , 
the tenror of evii-dbers, and the encouragenien^^ 
tection of the innocent. Not doubt jng mat ybti^^re ^en 



■f »>', 
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,„..,.^,^ jfitjis) td^s Ies£-jd|ii&$iiig cti' ci-5|5!oAa-=- 

Ei|'Sks;;ti?«'Kltim^si[;^f;Cilizeas' the' iJmted-Sitatss cap^ 

voliK^V-lft ;Ai^ess*.*»wc are' far froai^ecnisldeipi&g.all' taosr 



th3S-tmr,aas-KS in.tlm '[•sate fre-as wlses^e 'f/e e;41saj>TOtd 
wi, m^Sf&M&^^&m £0>n-5s4ert^is. stretch of poVerjMno-:- 
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THo^i AS ; x-,:peigiiasoo 



F^ilsdelphia, Jan. 23^ i f Sf. 



yGhii WttCQ'iic Certificated 

Philadelphia, S^oveEibcr day? S'^G'S^j 

THE Africcn people sliat hno cccript;d for tlieir Xi\'Q,q^ 
and througli mercy has iasided cafely *mto a free coitaay ? 
aad of those that bas tbrougli Gon:o\7 end pam of lieGS";, 
we have left our father and motliej", brotber aad sisterBj 
parents and childreiij and fled to a cky of ^efitgcj, sad W'e 
shaE she\7 our issmeo as following s 

Job Albertsons Moses HfiMery^ 

Jublter GipKoiSj Hsgar Nidiolsoej 

Jacob MicSiolson, Rose AlfosrtsoiJj 

Thomas Fritchard, Jasne GipnoGg 

loha White, Haffinnh Morris. 

Davis Moms, HcGter JeSFeOj 

Tobias Gipson, Fstience White, 

Aaron GipsoQj Grace Her/by« 

This ssiay certify, that !• John Nisouj of Hortli CaE*o- 
lina, am personally acquaiated with the above subscribed 
names, and that I never knew aay thing prejudicial to 
their characters, whilst in their amative plGce^ North Cofc- 

JOHN NISON. 

Philadelphia, iS 'ch mo. 6tb, li'SS-. 

Cass of Arm yoke and Ae*^ Descetidants. 

I cannot peacefully refrain citing a striking itjstance of 

flagrant cruelty and oppressioa tov/ards the Africau 
„_„ — ^_tj , 

'3faryland, Western Shore^ General Court, May Term^ 1799. 
Petition for Freedom. 

Charks Mahoney 1 At the Trial of this Case, 
v. ^ sundry btUa of esceptioa were 

The Rev. Jolm Aslilon, j taken. 

IT appears from the records, tbat a blsck woraan, 
called Ann Joice, the ancestor of the petitioner, xvas car- 
ried by her master as a slave from the island of Barba- 

by Lord Baltimore, claiming her as a slave, between tli'c 

K 



yop.ro 1670 and 163!? o.vxl held, as oudi disriog her life, it 
appears that Charles Ivi'ahoncy, plaintiffj obtriaed judg^ 
ment in the General Cour^ in favour of hiiSiGelf-. aad M- 
■LQtn himdred of Ann Joice's deGcendantCj \"ho v/ere then 
in the hands of John AshtOHj two persons hj the S5saie 
of,——. DaranlS, and ChadcG Carroll^ of Carroltqis, 
pFfncipally. Is; further appearc-j that thcGe peoplej who 
lirsd obtained their liberty at a hcfiiy expense, by fee- 
in^v of lawyers, c^c. sfter enjoying the Gv^ccts of &ee- 
dom, for several years^ were hunted, taken up, and 
put again uudei* the Iton yoke of cmel boadagej hy the 
Court of Appeals reversiag the jodgnnent of the General 
Court. Thus it appears tliat j 'idgmeot is tsira'cd baekOTrds^ 
How shall these injudicial proceediags be accoutiteci for, 
but by thelau'-rtiakers, aad executors thcFCofj bein^ slave™ 
holders, and so deeply iaterested in human flesh j not 
coKStdering that all lav/s enacted contrary to the laws of 
God are null and void, ^vhich appeava by those most 
learned in the law of justice and equity. See masisns 
cited by Granville Sharpe on this subject* 



THE END. 



